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WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council  
held at The Village Hall on Monday 15th December 2025 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: The Vice Chairman – Cllr Lucinda Hutson 

Councillors – Cllr Steve Billington, Cllr Mark Buxton, Cllr Sue Child, Cllr Alison Evans, Cllr 
David Fletcher, Cllr Simon Forder, Cllr Gerda Gibbs, Cllr Sarah Hancock, Cllr Roger 
Middleditch, Cllr Paul Wren  
The Clerk – Mrs Frances Bullard  
Suffolk County Council – not present 
East Suffolk Council – Cllr Paul Ashton  
Members of Public – None 
 

1 OPEN FORUM  

 There were no members of public present so no open forum.  

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Lindsay Hanger & Cllr Ian 
Watson. 

 

3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  

 All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall. 
Item 11.4 – Cllr Simon Forder 

 

4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 17th 
NOVEMBER 2025 

 

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17th November 2025, having 
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Cllr Fletcher & 
seconded by Cllr Evans - All in favour – The Vice Chairman signed a copy. 

 
 
 

5 MATTERS ARISING  

5.1 
 
 
5.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3 
 
 
 
5.4 
5.4.1 
 
 

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery –Cllr Ashton advised 
realistically it is likely to be February/March before a working party takes place. 
 
Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment – The play area is now open.  Cllr 
Hancock advised that ESC have arranged a grand opening event for Saturday 
24th January 2026.  ESC will be funding cupcakes and there will be activities on 
the day.  Having spoken to local children they asked for ice cream but given the 
time of year hot chocolate was suggested – Cllr Hancock will make enquiries and 
get costings.  Boundary hedges have been cut and residents are pleased with 
this. Cllr Gibbs said the access to the play area is very muddy at present – Cllr 
Ashton will look into this.   
 
Benacre & Kessingland Flood Management Project – Clay deliveries from the 
quarry at Gisleham have now commenced – there is currently one every 10 
minutes.  A public meeting is being held at Gisleham Hut in January. 
 
Any other Matters Arising – 
Minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 17th November 2025, having 
previously been shared with all, were proposed as a true record by the Vice 
Chairman and seconded by Cllr Buxton.  All in Favour. A copy was signed by the 
Vice Chairman.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SH 
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6 REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)   

 • Written report received – The Clerk will share with all. FB 

7 REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)   

 • Mayoral Elections have been delayed to 2028.  The creation of combined 
authorities will continue.  County Council elections are due to take place in 
May 2026.  Unitary Authority elections will be held in 2027. 
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• The Empty Homes Officer is reviewing the empty, overgrown, property on the 
High Street. 

• High Street layby signage – Cllr Ashton plans to visit on Friday.  It was noted 
that a resident appears to be viewing the layby as their own personal parking 
space. 

• Cllr Billington spoke re Bonsey Garden/Oakhill Close trees – The Clerk 
previously reported to ESC that these were overgrown and causing an 
obstruction to pedestrians.  They have been trimmed but only by hand with 
loppers – more work is needed.  Cllr Ashton will visit and assess & take new 
photographs. 
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8 UPDATES RE HIGHWAYS MATTERS INC SID/VAS SIGNS  

8.1 
 
 
 
8.2 
8.2.1 
 
8.2.3 
 

VAS Site Assessment – Northern end of High Street – Application has been 
submitted and acknowledged by VAS Team – response could take up to 6 
months. 
 
Any other Highways Matters –  
The next ANPR rota has been published – it will be in Wrentham week 
commencing 12th January 2026. 
The VAS at the southern end of the A12 is not working – Cllr Buxton will give 
attention.  
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9 FLOODING MATTERS  

9.1 
 
 
 

The Clerk has been copied into a letter from Jenny Riddell-Carpenter MP to the 
Chief Executive of Anglian Water regarding a sewage leak close to the Bonsey 
Gardens play area.  As this is the first time the PC have been made aware of this 
The Clerk has asked for more information.  From articles in the local Press it 
appears the issue was resolved prior to the MPs letter being sent. 

 
 
 
 
 

10 PLANNING    

10.1 
 
 
 
 
10.2 
10.2.1 
 
 
 

DC/25/3550/FUL – 72 Southwold Road – Creation of Vehicular Access – plans 
were shared and discussed.  Councillors felt the dropped kerb to allow off road 
parking was a good idea.  Cllr Hancock proposed the plans be supported, 
seconded by Cllr Buxton, All in favour.  The Clerk will update ESC. 
 
Any further Planning Applications/Matters – 
DC/25/4015/FUL – Change of Use of part field to Enclosed Secure Dog Walking 
& Exercise Area, including 1.5m high wire fence & field gate – Land South of 
West End Lane - The Clerk advised that Highways have lodged a Holding 
Objection. 

 
 
 
FB 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11 FINANCE      

11.1 Balances at Bank – The Clerk advised bank balances total £113,675.49. £55,096 
of this is ringfenced CIL monies of which £17,500 is ringfenced for the Village 
Sign & VAS. 
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements.   

 
 

11.2 Clerk’s salary & expenses of £41.82  

11.3 Quarterly HMRC payment (Jan, April, July, October) – Nil   

11.4 Invoice from Simon Forder for Village Hall grass cutting - £190.00  

11.5 
 

Any other accounts received – 
None 

 
 

 Above payments 11.2 to 11.4 were proposed by The Vice Chairman, seconded 
by Cllr Evans, All in favour. The Clerk has raised online payments & these will 
now be approved. 
 
The Vice Chairman asked if there had been any response to the plea for 
someone to take on the cleaning of the bus shelters – The Clerk advised this is 
on the PC Facebook page but there have been no responses to date.  Cllr Ashton 
is aware of a system in some parishes where businesses are allowed to advertise 
in bus shelters in return for keeping them clean – he will explore and update The 
Clerk. 

 
 
LH 
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12 REVIEW OF PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES/STANDING ORDERS  

 The Clerk has circulated updated draft Standing Orders and Financial 
Regulations to all for review. Carried to next month. 

 

13 CORRESPONDENCE  

13.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.2 
13.2.1 

Email re dog/waste bins at Jubilee Park – The Clerk has contact Cripps 
Developments for an update re these – they had previously said they would be 
installed in July – a response is awaited.  It was noted the play area has still not 
been opened – Councillor Billington expressed concern that there appear to be no 
plans to fence the play area despite it being close to a busy road - Cllr Ashton will 
check planning conditions. 
 
Any Further Correspondence – 
Email from Jenny Riddell-Carpenter MP re Sewage Leak close to Bonsey 
Gardens Play area – covered under item 9.1. 
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14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA  

14.1 
 
 
14.2 
 
 
14.3 

Mrs Rosie Carter found a plaque in the Village Hall Car park which had been 
dislodged from a tree – Cllr Billington was aware and will reinstate the plaque. 
 
The Clerk has enrolled for training re preparing for next year’s audit process – this 
is free of charge and takes place on 22nd January 2026. 
 
Thanks were expressed to David Rix for donating the Village Christmas tree – 
The Clerk will write to thank him.  Thanks were also expressed to Cllr Middleditch 
for installing the Christmas tree. 

 
SB 

15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 19th January 2026 – 7:30pm.   

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.25pm 


