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WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council  
held at The Village Hall on Monday 17th November 2025 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: The Chairman – Cllr Ian Watson 

Councillors – Cllr Steve Billington, Cllr Mark Buxton, Cllr Sue Child, Cllr Alison Evans, Cllr 
David Fletcher, Cllr Simon Forder, Cllr Gerda Gibbs, Cllr Sarah Hancock, Cllr Lucinda 
Hutson, Cllr Paul Wren  
The Clerk – Mrs Frances Bullard  
Suffolk County Council – not present 
East Suffolk Council – Cllr Paul Ashton  
Members of Public – One 
 

1 OPEN FORUM  

 The Chairman welcomed all and invited members of public to speak. 
Mr David Rix of Field Farm spoke re planning application DC/25/4015/FUL for 
change of use to create a secure dog walking/exercise area.  This application 
relates to approx. 1 hectare of land and will include fencing, small car park & 
shelter to create a safe space for dogs to be exercised.  Councillors expressed 
concern re the blind bends in the road near to the site entrance – Mr Rix advised 
Planning Advisers have measured the visibility splay & Highways will be 
consultees.  Councillors asked if there has been any engagement with local 
residents – Mr Rix said not as yet but his mobile phone number can be found on 
the Wrentham Christmas Trees facebook page and ESC will send letters to 
residents living close by.  Councillors expressed concern re the size of the car 
park and felt this may not be adequate.  Opening hours were confirmed as 7am – 
6pm via online booking – there is no lighting at the site and bookings will be 
managed and restricted to daylight hours.  Access will be managed via a locked 
gate and the code will be given upon booking.  Councillors questioned whether a 
1.5m fence will be adequate – Mr Rix said this is the industry standard and safety 
is a priority.  Mr Rix was thanked for attending before leaving the meeting. 

 

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENC/E  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Lindsay Hanger & Cllr Roger 
Middleditch. 

 

3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  

 All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall. 
Item 10.1 – Cllr Sue Child, Cllr Ian Watson, Cllr Simon Forder 
Item 11.5 – Cllr Lucinda Hutson 
Item 11.7 – Cllr Buxton 
Item 11.7 – Cllr Ian Watson 

 

4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 20th 
OCTOBER 2025 

 

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th October 2025, having 
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by The Chairman & 
seconded by Cllr Buxton - All in favour – The Chairman signed a copy. 

 
 
 

5 MATTERS ARISING  

5.1 
 
 
5.2 
 
 
 
 
 

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery –Cllr Ashton has linked with 
Community Payback & awaits a response. 
 
Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment – The play area is now open. There 
appears to be a stack of Herras fencing awaiting removal – Cllr Ashton confirmed 
this is in hand and the tree/hedge work will commence on 27th November - he will 
chase signage to the play area. 
Discussion took place re an event to open the play area – Councillors felt it would 
be nice for local children to be involved – Cllr Hancock is happy to liaise. 

 
 
 
 
 
PA 
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5.2.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3 
 
 
 
 
5.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.5 
 
 
 
 
5.6 

Access via Walker Gardens – The site will open with existing access – the 
Parish Council would still like to see the padlocked gate reopened to provide 
secondary access/exit but ESC will not pursue this at present. 
 
Concern has been expressed that the new play area on the Jubilee Park 
development has not been completed by Cripps Developments.  Cllr Ashton will 
check planning conditions. 
 
CIL spending –  
Invoice received from ESC for Bonsey Gardens play area refurbishment (item 
11.4).  CIL spending was discussed at Finance Committee Meeting and there is 
funding available for projects – please spread the word. 
 
Benacre & Kessingland Flood Management Project – Clay deliveries from the 
quarry at Gisleham should commence on 29th November.  Cllr Wren said when he 
was walking past Wood Farm Barn lorry drivers were very respectful – Cllr Hutson 
said if there are any issues then take the registration number and report to the 
phone number on the signs.  Cllr Ashton said Henstead/Hulver had had some 
issues which quickly abated once reported. The Clerk will add this number to the 
website along with the number to report any issues with vehicles relating to 
Sizewell C. 
 
Village Litter Pick – The litter pick took place on Saturday 8th November 2025 – 
very successful event with 25 volunteers.  The Chairman has spoken to 
Community Self Help re cleaning of signs and now has the link to be able to 
obtain the necessary equipment. 
 
Any other Matters Arising – 
None.  

 
 
 
 
 
PA 
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6 REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)   

 • No report received – Councillors would welcome a written report if Cllr 
Dunning is unable to attend meetings. 

 

7 REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)   

 • Essex & Suffolk Water have written to residents re plans to build a reservoir in 
the Beccles area & a water treatment plant north of Lowestoft.  Cllr Ashton will 
share details of the consultation with The Clerk.  Cllr Hancock asked if the 
current issues with water consumption and adequate supplies are taken into 
account when considering planning applications – Cllr Ashton said these 
proposals should address any shortage – all planning applications in mid 
Suffolk currently include Essex & Suffolk Water as statutory consultees. Water 
supply is not normally a material consideration and would not constitute 
grounds for refusal. 

• Five Year Housing Supply Targets are not met since the change to targets – a 
new Local Plan is being created & a Call for Sites has been issued.  ESC are 
working with SCC & District & Borough Councils to future proof plans. 

• Potters Bridge – a new emergency outfall has been installed by Natural 
England on the Benacre side of Potters Bridge.  Cllr Hutson stressed this is an 
emergency outfall and the Environment Agency are still expected to sort out 
the problems with the original outfall on the Southwold side – Cllr Ashton feels 
it is very unlikely that the landowner will allow access or clear the outfall 
themselves.  Cllr Ashton has asked that strategic roads be included in the new 
Local Plan. 

• Fly Tipping – Latymer Dam – there is a long history of fly tipping in this area.  
Cllr Ashton is exploring options including the possibility of Sizewell C using 
this area to park lorries. 

• High Street layby signage – Councillors spoke of arguments between 
residents over these parking spaces – Cllr Ashton will chase reinstatement. 
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8 UPDATES RE HIGHWAYS MATTERS INC SID/VAS SIGNS  

8.1 
 
 
 
8.2 
 

VAS Site Assessment – Northern end of High Street – Application has been 
submitted and acknowledged by VAS Team – response could take up to 6 
months. 
 
Any other Highways Matters –  
Good results being seen from the modified solar panels.  

 

9 FLOODING MATTERS  

9.1 
 
 
 
9.2 
 
 
 
9.3 
 

River Wren – Foliage and debris left by contractors when installing a new fence 
has now been cleared and the river is flowing well.  The Environment Agency 
were there again today and seem to be more engaged. 
 
Cllr Hanger has shared pictures of flooding in Mill Lane – her daughter, Jenny, 
dug out a fallen branch and remedied the situation – thanks were expressed to 
Jenny for this. 
 
Derelict property on High Street has foliage at the rear which is growing into the 
river – Cllr Ashton will raise with Empty Properties Officer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PA 

10 PLANNING    

10.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.2 
 

DC/25/4015/FUL – Change of Use of part field to Enclosed Secure Dog 
Walking & Exercise Area, including 1.5m high wire fence & field gate – Land 
South of West End Lane - plans were shared and discussed – Cllrs Watson, 
Child & Forder, having declared an interest, did not take part in discussions.  
Councillors were concerned that 2 parking spaces are not adequate and would 
prefer to see 4 to allow for space at changeover times.  Concern was expressed 
re the visibility splay – this is a single track road with a blind corner close to the 
field entrance. Maps and photographs were shared by The Clerk. Meeting 
suspended to allow input from public. Meeting reconvened. Cllr Hutson proposed 
that whilst there is no objection in principal to the field being used as a secure dog 
walking and exercise area Councillors would like to register a holding objection on 
two counts 1. Councillors request a site visit by a Highways Engineer to properly 
assess the proposed access; in particular the visibility splay. This is a narrow 
single vehicle road with a 60mph limit and bends close to the proposed entrance. 
2. Councillors feel 2 parking spaces may not be adequate and would prefer to see 
4 spaces to allow for additional vehicles at changeover times. This is due there 
being no alternative parking nearby, and the site being directly off a narrow single 
vehicle road. seconded by Cllr Buxton, 7 in favour, 4 abstained.  The Clerk will 
update ESC. 
 
Any further Planning Applications/Matters – 
None. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 
 
 

11 FINANCE      

11.1 Balances at Bank – The Clerk advised bank balances total £136,853.19. 
£75,004.36 of this is ringfenced CIL monies of which £37,500 is ringfenced for the 
Bonsey Gardens Play Area, Village Sign & VAS. 
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements.   

 
 

11.2 Clerk’s salary & expenses of £43.14  

11.3 Quarterly HMRC payment (Jan, April, July, October) – Nil   

11.4 Invoice from ESC for Bonsey Gardens Play Area Contribution - £20,000.00  

11.5 Donation to Royal British Legion for Remembrance Day Wreath - The Chairman 
proposed a donation of £100 to the Royal British Legion for the Remembrance 
Day Wreath, seconded by Cllr Child, All in favour.  Thanks were expressed to 
Rosie Carter & Wrentham Town Band for a splendid service. 

 

11.6 Payment to Village Hall for VAT reclaim - £2519.80  

11.7 
11.7.1 
11.7.2 
11.7.3 

Any other accounts received – 
Invoice from Zurich Insurance – PC Insurance - £583.69 
Invoice from Ian Watson – Litter Pick expenses - £32.41 
Invoice from Mark Buxton – VAS Solar parts - £71.55 

 
 



 

Visit our website - www.wrenthampc.org.uk 

 

 Above payments 11.2 to 11.7.3 were proposed by Cllr Hancock, seconded by Cllr 
Child, 8 in favour, Cllrs Watson, Hutson & Buxton recused themselves due to a 
declared pecuniary interest. The Clerk has raised online payments & these will 
now be approved. 

 
 
 
IW 

11.8 UPDATE FROM FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 6:30pm ON 17TH 
NOVEMBER 2O25 

 

 The Chairman proposed that a Precept of £21,523.10 be requested to show a 0% 
increase/decrease on bills, seconded by Cllr Buxton, All in favour, The Clerk will 
progress. 
 
The Chairman advised that the Parish Council is in a good financial position – the 
draft budget will be shared with all Councillors. 
 
The Chairman advised that £85,000 will be transferred to a 32 Day Notice 
account with Unity Bank to attract a better interest rate of 2.7%. 

 
 
FB 

12 REVIEW OF PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES/STANDING ORDERS  

 The Clerk will update one or two at a time and circulate to all for review before 
being added to the Agenda for discussion/adoption. Carried to next month. 

FB 

13 UPDATE FROM CLERK’S ANNUAL APPRAISAL  

 The Chairman advised that, together with Cllr Hutson, the Clerk’s Annual 
Appraisal had been conducted earlier in the day – the Clerk was thanked for her 
support to the Council – there were no matters to raise. 

 

14 CORRESPONDENCE  

14.1 
 
 
 
 
 
14.2 
 
 
 
14.3 
 
 
 
 
14.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
14.5 
14.5.1 

Email from Mrs Worts expressing concern re children playing in the road in 
Bonsey Gardens & asking if signage could be put in place to warn motorists – 
The Clerk has responded to Mrs Worts advising that any concerns should be 
reported to the Police.  If anyone knows who the children are please have a word 
with their parents. 
 
Email from Mr Chris Mead re monitoring speeding in Chapel Road – Mr Mead 
advises that Community Speedwatch are seeking approval for a site to conduct 
checks. 
 
Email from Cllr Hancock re lorries driving through Wrentham – Cllr Hancock 
advised of the correct route for reporting any issues with vehicles related to 
Sizewell C – Ideally registration of vehicle or name of company should be 
included. The Clerk will add details to the website. 
 
Update from Village Hall Management Committee AGM held 5th November 2025  

• Mrs Sally Walker is stepping down from running the Village Website in 
January – thanks were expressed to Sally for doing this role for many 
years. There is some urgency to find someone willing to take this on as 
the Village Hall Bookings are managed through the website. Cllr Hancock 
may know someone willing to assist – The Clerk will put her in touch with 
Sally. 

• Dr Nigel Drane is retiring from the Village Hall Management Committee – 
thanks were expressed to Nigel for many years of support to the Village 
Hall. 

• The Village Hall celebrates its 40th Anniversary next June – the PC will 
consider any funding requests. 

• The VHMC are updating their bank mandate – The Chairman will share 
Councillor details with Sue Billington as the PC are collectively Sole 
Trustee. 

 
Any Further Correspondence – 
A further email has been received from Copyright Agent claiming the PC have 
breached copyright – this relates to a photo used by Cripps Developments in their 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 
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sales brochure which was shared on the PC website. The Clerk forwarded the 
email to Cripps Developments who, having done some research, advised to 
ignore the email as it was fraudulent.  

15 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA  

 None.  

16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 15th December 2025 – 7:30pm.   

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.20pm 


