WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council
held at The Village Hall on Monday 20" October 2025 at 7:30pm

Present: The Chairman — Clir lan Watson
Councillors — CliIr Steve Billington, Clir Mark Buxton, Clir Sue Child, Clir Simon Forder, Clir
Gerda Gibbs, Clir Sarah Hancock, Clir Roger Middleditch, Clir Paul Wren
The Clerk — Mrs Frances Bullard (via video conference)
Suffolk County Council — not present
East Suffolk Council — Clir Paul Ashton
Members of Public — None

1 OPEN FORUM
No open forum was held as there were no members of public present.
2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENC/E

Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Alison Evans, Clir David
Fletcher, ClIr Lindsay Hanger & ClIr Lucinda Hutson.

3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS

All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall.
Item 10.3 — ClIr Sue Child

4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 8"
SEPTEMBER 2025

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 8" September 2025, having
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by The Chairman &
seconded by ClIr Hancock - All in favour — The Chairman will sign a copy. W

5 MATTERS ARISING

5.1 Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery —Clir Ashton will visit the
cemetery and review what work is needed. ClIr Ashton will also link with Rosie PA
Carter to establish where paths are needed. Community Payback — as ESC own
the cemetery ClIr Ashton will make contact regarding maintenance going PA
forwards.

5.2 Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment — The project is nearing completion
& ESC will raise an invoice for the contribution from the Parish Council. Clir
Billington has visited the site and it appears only fencing is outstanding.
Tree/hedge work has been agreed with ESC. There are no goalposts on the play
park — despite these being requested by the PC & residents. Clir Ashton spoke re
goalposts in Walker Gardens/Oakhill Close — this land is owned by ESC and a
‘blind eye’ has been turned to their installation however it would be difficult for
ESC to formalise these — ClIr Ashton will liaise with residents to gauge opinions. PA
The Clerk will send a copy of a previous complaint re the goalposts to Clir Ashton. | FB
Discussion took place re an event to open the play area — Councillors felt it would
be nice for local children to be involved — Clirs Child & Hancock happy to liaise —
The Clerk will update ESC. FB
5.21 Access via Walker Gardens — The site will open with existing access — the
Parish Council would still like to see the padlocked gate reopened to provide
secondary access/exit.

5.3 CIL spending —
No new issues to raise.

54 Benacre & Kessingland Flood Management Project — Clir Ashton advised he
has been told that planning permission has been granted for the extraction of clay
from the quarry in Gisleham. No further updates received.
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5.5

5.6

Village Litter Pick — The next litter pick will take place on Saturday 8" November
2025 - starting from the Village Hall at 9:30am. The Chairman will send an email
rallying volunteers — please share. The Clerk will create a poster for
noticeboards/website/Facebook page.

Any other Matters Arising —

The Clerk has reported the overgrown trees on the corners of Bonsey Gardens
and Oakhill Close — ESC have confirmed this has been passed to East Suffolk
Services for attention. The Clerk will share details with Clir Ashton.

Iw
FB

FB

REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)

e No report received.

REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)

¢ Following last months discussion re community cohesion Clir Ashton
confirmed statistics re asylum seekers — there are currently 35 asylum
seekers across East Suffolk — there is currently no initial or contingency
accommodation facility — all councils have to make provision for dispersal
accommodation.

o Clir Ashton spoke re homeless figures across East Suffolk — in 2020/21 1148
people presented themselves as homeless — in April-July 2025 466 people
presented themselves as homeless, of these 9 had refugee status.

e Local Government Review - County & District Councils have submitted their
proposals to Government. Consultation is expected in November/December.

o Local Plans are being reviewed as they are over 5 years old — ESC do not
currently have a 5 year supply of housing as targets were raised by the
Government — this means planning permission cannot be refused purely
because it is not an allocated site — some speculative proposals are expected
in Suffolk Coastal — none have been seen as yet in Waveney Valley. A Call
for Sites has been announced today — ESC are working with Ipswich, Babergh
& Mid Suffolk on this. The Clerk will share posters advertising the call for
sites.

e The Chairman asked if the relaxation in planning law has been clarified yet —
Clir Ashton advised clarification is still awaited.

o CliIr Wren spoke re parking restriction signage on the High St layby — Clir
Buxton has visited and it appears that the original sign has been moved from
the lamppost by persons unknown and is currently on a gas pipe therefore
only 1 parking space has enforceable signage at present. Clir Ashton will
progress reinstatement of the signage.

FB

PA

UPDATES RE HIGHWAYS MATTERS INC SID/VAS SIGNS

8.2
8.21

8.2.2

8.2.3

VAS Site Assessment — Northern end of High Street — Application has been
submitted and acknowledged by VAS Team — response awaited.

Any other Highways Matters —

Clir Buxton continues to try to extend VAS battery life with solar panels — one
installed 8 weeks ago is still working.

Email received from resident expressing concern re the accuracy of the VAS on
the A12 southbound — CliIr Buxton conducted checks and verified accuracy.

Clir Wren said there is a noticeable increase in the number of large lorries
travelling through the village — he has spoken with one resident of the High Street
who believes the lorries are causing damage to her property. Clir Hancock said if
there are concerns these lorries are linked to Sizewell C then she is very happy to
link with the SZC transport team and arrange an input to Councillors, meetings
are taking place this week with parishes closer to SZC. CliIr Ashton advised The
SZC Transport Team keep a log of all lorry movements and there is an online
facility to report any concerns — he will share details with The Clerk to add to the
website.

SH

PA/FB
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FLOODING MATTERS

River Wren — The Clerk advised texts were received from the owner of Wren
Antiques advising that work had been undertaken by contractors appointed by
Anglian Water at the pumping station to install a new fence. However the
contractors had left foliage cleared from installing the new fence & the old fence in
the River Wren. Residents had already raised this with the Environment Agency.
The Chairman wrote to Anglian Water expressing extreme concern and seeking
assurance that the fence/debris would be removed as soon as possible as it
poses a serious risk — should heavy rainfall occur then the river and potentially
the road bridge would become blocked and lead to flooding of properties. This is
particularly disappointing after the PC held a working party to clear vegetation
from the area between Chapel Road and the A12 road bridge to ensure the river
remains clear. The Chairman will chase Anglian Water for a response. ClIr
Hancock offered to contact Anglian Water to put pressure on them to resolve this
issue — The Chairman will send Clir Hancock copies of his email.

Iw
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PLANNING

10.1

10.2

10.3

10.4

DC/25/3544/LBC - Old Reading Rooms, 7 High St — plans were shared and
discussed — Conservation Officer is supportive subject to
materials/measurements — The Chairman proposed there be no objections,
seconded by ClIr Child, All in favour. The Clerk will update ESC.

DC/25/2390/FUL - 19 High St — plans were shared and discussed —this
application was previously submitted and concerns were raised re the porch
design not being in keeping with the Conservation area — this a resubmitted
application with a revised porch design — The Conservation Officer still has
concerns. After discussion The Chairman proposed there be no objections to the
windows but whilst Councillors accept a porch would add warmth to the property
and give shelter from the weather it was felt that the porch could be redesigned to
reduce its height in order to be more in keeping with the street scene and
Conservation Area, seconded by Clir Buxton, All in favour. The Clerk will update
ESC.

DC/25/3680/FUL — Holly Barn, Cuckolds Green — plans were shared and
discussed — ClIr Child, having expressed an interest as the applicant, answered
questions before leaving the room. Conservation Officer is fully involved. The
building which is to be converted was a 1990s addition to the property. Clir
Buxton proposed there be no objections, seconded by Clir Gibbs, All in favour.
The Clerk will update ESC. CliIr Child rejoined the meeting.

Any further Planning Applications/Matters —
None.

FB

FB

FB

11

FINANCE

11.1

Balances at Bank — The Clerk advised bank balances total £133,297.53.
£75,004.36 of this is ringfenced CIL monies of which £37,500 is ringfenced for the
Bonsey Gardens Play Area, Village Sign & VAS.

The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements.

11.2

Clerk’s salary

11.3

Quarterly HMRC payment (Jan, April, July, October) — Nil as paid in September.

11.4

Invoice from Mr Chris Mead for CSW Winter Jacket - £26.40

11.5

Any other accounts received —
None.

Above payments 11.2 to 11.4 were proposed by Clir Middleditch, seconded by
Clir Forder, All in favour. The Clerk has raised online payments & these will be
approved by The Chairman.

Iw

12

REVIEW OF PARISH COUNCIL POLICIES/STANDING ORDERS

The Clerk will update one or two at a time and circulate to all for review before
being added to the Agenda for discussion/adoption. Carried to next month.

FB
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13

UPDATE FROM CLERK’S ANNUAL APPRAISAL

Carried to next month.

14

CORRESPONDENCE

14.1

14.2

14.3
14.3.1

14.3.2

Email from Kelly Bryenton-Rochard advising that sadly Mr Newson, the bus
shelter cleaner, had passed away. Condolences were expressed. A discussion
took place re the cleaning of the bus shelters going forwards — it was agreed that
The Clerk would seek a volunteer to undertake this work (with payment being
made to cover expenses).

To consider a donation to East Anglian Air Ambulance following their training
input re 15t Aid/Defib at the Village Hall. The Clerk advised an email had also
been received from SARS (Suffolk Accident Rescue Service). After discussion it
was proposed by ClIr Child that a donation of £150 be made to each organisation,
seconded by ClIr Buxton, All in favour. The Clerk will progress.

Any Further Correspondence —

Email re accuracy of VAS on A12 heading South out of the village — already
covered.

Email re Call for Sites — already covered.

FB

FB

15

ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA

15.1

15.2

15.3

15.4

15.5

To agree a date for a Finance Committee Meeting — it was agreed this would take
place ahead of the next PC Meeting at 6:30pm on 17" November 2025.

Request to ESC for additional dog waste bins — no update from ESC — Clir
Ashton will chase.

Clir Wren spoke re foliage overgrowing onto path from garden on High St — The
Chairman will make contact with resident. Clir Wren also spoke re overgrown
foliage from the derelict house on the High St — Clir Ashton advised this has been
referred to the Empty Homes Officer — Legislation has recently changed & PA will
explore options.

Clir Forder spoke re road signs being in need of cleaning — The Chairman will
consider and look to incorporate into litter pick under Community Self Help
Scheme.

The Chairman advised that the new owner of the Field Farm Christmas Trees has
offered to donate a Christmas tree to the village — The Chairman will liaise.

PA

Iw

PA

Iw

Iw
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DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 17" November 2025 — 7:30pm —
preceded by a Finance Committee Meeting at 6:30pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.06pm
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