Present:

WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council
held at The Village Hall on Monday 8" September 2025 at 7:30pm

The Chairman — CliIr lan Watson

Councillors — CliIr Steve Billington, Clir Mark Buxton, Clir Sarah Hancock, Clir Roger
Middleditch, Clir Paul Wren

The Clerk — Mrs Frances Bullard

Suffolk County Council — not present

East Suffolk Council — Clir Paul Ashton

Members of Public — Two

OPEN FORUM

The Chairman welcomed all and invited members of public to speak.

Mr John Manning advised he moved to the village in October 2024, as a former
Parish Councillor he is keen to get involved with the village. Clir Billington will link | SB
with John re support at the Village Hall.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENC/E

Apologies were received and accepted from Clir Alison Evans, Clir Sue Child, Clir
David Fletcher, Clir Simon Forder, ClIr Lindsay Hanger & CliIr Lucinda Hutson.

PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS

All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall.

TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 21st
JULY 2025

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 215t July 2025, having
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Clir Hancock &
seconded by ClIr Buxton - All in favour — The Chairman signed a copy.

APPLICATION FOR CO-OPTION FROM GERDA GIBBS

The application for co-option had previously been shared with all.

The meeting was suspended to allow any questions to be put to Gerda before
Gerda left the room.

Meeting reconvened.

The Chairman proposed Gerda be co-opted to the Parish Council. Seconded by
Clir Buxton. All in Favour.

Gerda rejoined the meeting. Declaration of Office signed & witnessed by The
Clerk. The Clerk will advise ESC who will contact Gerda to complete the Register | FB
of Interests.

MATTERS ARISING

6.2

6.2.1

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery — Now the clearance of the
River Wren is complete ClIr Ashton will visit the cemetery and review what work is | PA
needed. Clir Ashton will also link with Rosie Carter to establish where paths are
needed. Community Payback — as ESC own the cemetery Clir Ashton will make PA
contact regarding maintenance going forwards.

Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment — The Chairman and Clir Ashton
attended a site meeting. It was noted that no goalposts are being installed — they
were requested by the PC and residents responding to the survey — The
Chairman has asked for these to be added — ClIr Ashton said this may not be
possible as the ground is very uneven due to rabbit activity which may make it
unsuitable for use as a football pitch. Clir Ashton will explore whether the PA
goalposts in Walker Gardens/Oakhill Close could be formalised.

Access via Walker Gardens — This was discussed during the site visit — ESC
are not sure there has ever been open access and are concerned that access has
not been there for a very long time — the site will open with existing access — ESC

Visit our website - www.wrenthampc.org.uk




6.3

6.4

6.5

6.6

6.7
6.7.1

are aware of safety concerns. The Chairman said the PC position remains that
they would like to see a second access point. Improved signage and hedge
cutting has been agreed.

CIL spending —

No new issues to raise — village sign is on order - £11,500 is ringfenced for VAS.
It was noted that there was a nice article in The Wren thanking the PC for their
donation to the Football Club.

Benacre & Kessingland Flood Management Project — Public Meeting held at
The Hut, Gisleham — ClIr Ashton attended. A planning application is required for
the extraction of clay from Gisleham quarry. No planning application is required
for the project itself as this falls under permitted development. Clir Hancock
asked if the one way system on Benacre St & Locks Lane would be suspended
as it will be some time before lorries start using the route. Clir Ashton advised he
is lobbying for compensation for residents of Benacre Street. The Chairman said
he would still like to see passing places for pedestrians in Locks Lane.

Social Media - The Clerk confirmed that a Facebook page has been set up. The
link will be shared with Councillors. The Clerk will advertise the page on the
website and noticeboards.

Allotments — The Clerk advised that Plot 9a has now been vacated — it will be
offered to the next person on the waiting list — it was agreed this will be free of
charge to March 2026 as the plot is in need of clearance.

Any other Matters Arising —

The Clerk has sought approval from ESC for additional dog waste bins at 3
locations — Chapel Road end of the footpath that leads to The Lane — on the
verge opposite the Horse & Groom PH & on Chapel Road near to the village
pound — nothing has been heard from ESC — ClIr Ashton will chase.

FB

PA

REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)

¢ Clir Dunning sent apologies due to a clash with Halesworth Town Council
Meeting this evening.

REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)

e Tour of Britain Cycle Race passed through Wrentham — very well received
event which was televised live bringing great publicity for Suffolk.
e Devolution —
o Election for Mayor in May 2026 — mayoral responsibilities are being
finalised.
o Local Government Review — SCC have published proposals which will
be submitted to Government on 26" September. ESC will submit a
joint proposal with all District and Borough Councils. Likely to be public
consultation from Government in November/December 2025.
o Parish Council powers will not be impacted at this stage though there
may be changes going forwards.
¢ ClIr Hancock spoke re social cohesion — concerned by proliferation of opinions
being expressed, particularly on social media — do ESC have a stance? Clir
Ashton said main impact has been on SCC rather than ESC as they own the
street furniture flags etc are being displayed on. There has been no formal
response from ESC however wording has been formulated to use in response
to enquiries. ClIr Ashton confirmed there are currently 9 asylum seekers in
East Suffolk & no asylum hotels — Clir Hancock said it would be useful if these
statistics were shared more widely, she is concerned, both as a resident and
Councillor by the unprecedented tone of online ‘chat’. Clir Ashton advised
ESC Comms Team continue to work on community cohesion.
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9 UPDATES RE HIGHWAYS MATTERS INC SID/VAS SIGNS

9.1 VAS Site Assessment — Northern end of High Street — Application has been
submitted and acknowledged by VAS Team.

9.2 Any other Highways Matters —

9.21 ANPR - ClIr Buxton advised that the older Westcotec VAS have now been
modified to solar and are being tested at present — it is hoped that battery life will
be extended.

9.2.2 CliIr Buxton trimmed the trees overhanging the VAS at the northern end of the A12
to allow light to get to the solar panel.

Clir Wren concerned that footpaths are getting narrower — The Chairman and Clir | IW/LH
Hutson will repeat their walk around the village and note any issues.

10 FLOODING MATTERS

10.1 Clearance of River Wren —

10.1.1 | Letter of thanks received from Stephanie Harrison for the work undertaken to
clear the section of the River Wren between Chapel Road and the A12.

10.1.2 | The Chairman proposed that going forwards a contractor be used as required to
maintain the river banks/bed, seconded by Clir Buxton, All in Favour — The w
Chairman will explore.

10.2 The Clerk shared an update from the Environment Agency — We now have more
clarity on the timeline for Wrentham’s inclusion in our next phase of the Suffolk
Property Flood Resilience (PFR) programme. Subject to funding and staff
availability, we anticipate property surveys will take place between April and July
2027 to identify the properties at greatest risk of flooding and whether they are
suitable for PFR measures, with installation planned for April to July 2028.
Completion is likely between October 2028 and January 2029. However, this is
contingent on the outcome of the government’s current consultation on flood and
coastal erosion funding reform, which may have implications for Wrentham.

11 PLANNING

111 Any further Planning Applications/Matters —

None.

12 FINANCE

12.1 Balances at Bank — The Clerk advised bank balances total £123,836.30. After
tonight’s payments £75,004.36 of this is ringfenced CIL monies of which £37,500
is ringfenced for the Bonsey Gardens Play Area, Village Sign & VAS.

The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements.

12.2 Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00.

12.3 Clerk’s salary (inc backpay) & Expenses of £43.14

12.4 Quarterly HMRC payment (Jan, April, July, October) — £180.38 (recalculated due
to backpay)

12.5 Any other accounts received —

12.5.1 | Invoice received from PKF Littlejohn for External Audit - £378.00
Above payments 12.2 to 12.5.1 were proposed by Clir Watson, seconded by Clir
Middleditch, All in favour. The Clerk has raised online payments & these will be
approved by The Chairman. W

12.6 VAT Reclaim - The Clerk confirmed this is in hand and will be sent to The
Chairman for review prior to submission.

13 Review of Parish Council Policies/Standing Orders
The Clerk will update one or two at a time and circulate to all for review before FB
being added to the Agenda for discussion/adoption.

14 CORRESPONDENCE

14.1 Invitation to East Suffolk Community Partnership Annual Forum — 27" October —
East Coast College — 9:30am-2pm - all Councillors welcome to attend.

14.2 Letter of thanks re River Wren Clearance — as item 10.1.1

14.3 Email from Clir Forder re skirting of footpath outside 1-7 Bonsey Gardens — Clir

14.4 Ashton will establish ownership and report back to next meeting. PA

Email received re overhanging trees (Oakhill Close & Bonsey Gardens) and
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untaxed vehicles in Walker Gardens — The Clerk has taken photos of the trees FB
and will report to ESC. Advice has been given as to how to report untaxed
vehicles.
14.5 Any Further Correspondence —
None.
15 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA
15.1 Clir Wren advised that the parking signage has now reappeared beside the layby
in the High Street but needs reattaching to the pole in order for parking
restrictions to be reinforced. Clir Ashton will chase this. PA
15.2 Clerks Annual Appraisal due in October — The Chairman and Vice Chairman will IW/LH
liaise and arrange a date.
15.3 Litter pick to be added to next Agenda. FB
16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 20" October 2025 — 7:30pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm
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