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WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council  
held at The Village Hall on Monday 21st July 2025 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: The Chairman – Cllr Ian Watson 

Councillors – Cllr Steve Billington, Cllr Mark Buxton, Cllr Alison Evans, Cllr Simon Forder, 
Cllr David Fletcher, Cllr Sarah Hancock, Cllr Lucinda Hutson, Cllr Roger Middleditch, Cllr 
Paul Wren  
The Clerk – Mrs Frances Bullard  
Suffolk County Council – not present 
East Suffolk Council – not present 
Members of Public – One 
 

1 OPEN FORUM  

 As there were no members of public wishing to speak there was no open forum.  

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENC/E  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Sue Child & Cllr Lindsay Hanger.  

3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  

 All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall. 
Cllr Watson – item 11.5 

 

4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 16th 
JUNE 2025 

 

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16th June 2025, having 
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Cllr Buxton & 
seconded by Cllr Evans - All in favour – The Chairman signed a copy. 

 
 
 

5 MATTERS ARISING  

5.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.2 
 
5.2.1 
 
 
5.3 
5.3.1 
 
 
 
5.4 
 
 
5.5 
 
 
5.6 
 
 
 
5.7 
 

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery – This was put on hold until 
after the working party to clear vegetation from the River Wren. Currently in poor 
condition – maintenance schedules displayed on the gate are not adhered to.  
The Chairman will feedback to Cllr Ashton.  It was suggested either a working 
party be formed or a contractor/Community Payback be employed. The Clerk will 
explore Community Payback options. 
 
Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment – No further updates received – 
The Clerk will seek an update. 
Access via Walker Gardens – The Chairman will seek an update from Cllr 
Ashton as it has been established that ESC own the land. 
 
CIL spending –  
Deer Fencing on Allotments – This project has now been completed with 
positive feedback from allotment holders.  It was reported that one allotment is in 
poor condition – The Clerk will send a warning letter to the allotment holder. 
 
Benacre & Kessingland Flood Management Project – Signage and one way 
system now in place. 
 
Jubilee Park - Play Area & Dog Waste Bins – work has now begun on the 
installation of the play park and dog waste bins will follow.  
 
Social Media – further to discussions at last month’s PC Meeting, The Chairman 
proposed that the Parish Council set up a Facebook Page, seconded by Cllr 
Hutson, All in favour.  The Clerk will progress. 
 
Any other Matters Arising – 
 

 
 
 
IW 
FB 
 
 
 
FB 
 
IW 
 
 
 
 
FB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 
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5.7.1 
 
5.7.2 
 
 
 
 
 

Grass Cutting – the grass in Mill Lane was missed in the last cutting cycle. 
 
Devolution – Local Government Reorganisation – The Chairman gave an 
update following his attendance at a briefing event presented by Nicola Beech 
(SCC Chief Executive) – 

• The election of a single Mayor covering Suffolk and Norfolk – Election is 
planned for May 2026. The mayor is responsible for Transport 
infrastructure, health, and blue light services. 

• Local Government Reorganisation in Suffolk = converting the 2-tier system 
(1 County council + 6 District/Borough councils) into a one tier system 
(Unitary council). The choice being debated is to have a single unitary 
council or, say, 3 covering the whole of Suffolk. Suffolk County Councils 
preferred choice is to have one. 

• The proposal for a unitary authority will mean a reduction in councillors 
(County and District) - No change to parish councils 

• Business cases will be submitted by 26th September 2025, Ministers will 
make final decisions before go live in April 2028. 

• Once unitary council or councils are in place, there will be an equalisation 
of council tax across the unitary area (excluding Parish Council precept). 

The Chairman raised the following questions at the briefing -  
• With the proposed reduction in councillors, it is unlikely parish councils will 

have face to face representation at their meetings in future. How will 
Parish Councils raise issues/Lobby the unitary body on local community 
issues? Could parish councils have a priority hot line/communication 
channel to raise concerns/issues with the unitary authority. 

• Local community funds provided by County and District councillors to 
Parish Councils – What mechanism is planned to keep this “small” funding 
in future? 

Further information can be found here - https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-
democracy/devolution 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

6 REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)   

 • Cllr Dunning has sent a written report which The Clerk will share with all.   FB 

7 REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)   

 • The Chairman will link with Cllr Ashton re matters discussed this evening. IW 

8 UPDATES RE HIGHWAYS MATTERS INC SID/VAS SIGNS  

8.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.2 
8.2.1 
 
 
8.2.2 

VAS Site Assessment – Northern end of High Street – Following a request 
from residents Cllr Buxton reviewed the verges and identified a suitable location, 
as part of the application for approval, letters were delivered to nearby properties– 
there have been several positive responses and one objection.  The objection is 
to VAS in general & not just this location.  The Chairman has discussed with Cllr 
Dunning who has advised to submit the application and let SCC Highways 
decide.  Cllr Buxton will progress. 
 
Any other Highways Matters –  
ANPR – Cllr Buxton advised that during the recent ANPR visit to the village the 
battery failed after 3 days – this has been flagged to Cllr Dunning who will raise 
with the ANPR Team. 
Community Self Help – The Chairman & Cllr Forder undertook training & passed 
the course – they can now lead working parties to carry out maintenance/repairs. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
MB 

9 FLOODING MATTERS  

9.1 
 
 

Clearance of vegetation in River Wren – Update from Working Party held 5th 
July 2025 - The Chairman advised there had been a very good turnout of 13 
volunteers – the section of the river between Chapel Road and the A12 bridge 
was successfully cleared – Many thanks to all. The Chairman said going forwards 
it may be worth employing a contractor periodically to keep on top of it.  

 
 
 
 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/devolution
https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/council-and-democracy/devolution
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10 PLANNING    

10.1 
 

DC/25/2390/FUL – 19 High St – Extension and alterations: Construct new 
porch to front – Remove 2 bow windows – Install 3 new PVCU windows to 
match style – Plans were shared and discussed – it was noted the Conservation 
Officer is not in favour – The Chairman has spoken with the applicant – the 
building is not listed but within the Conservation Area.  The Chairman proposed 
the following response - There are no objections to the replacement windows 
however Councillors feel the proposed porch is not in keeping with the street 
scene & could be redesigned to fit in more - seconded by Cllr Wren, All in favour.  
The Clerk will update ESC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 

10.2 DC/25/2577/TCA – 11 High St – Reduce height of Holly tree by up to 4m – 
Plans were shared and discussed – there were no objections. The Clerk will 
update ESC. 

 

10.3 Any further Planning Applications/Matters – 
None. 

 

11 FINANCE     

11.1 Balances at Bank – The Clerk advised bank balances total £130,747.97. After 
tonight’s payments £76,072.36 of this is ringfenced CIL monies of which £20,000 
is earmarked for the Bonsey Gardens Play Area and £6,000 for the Village Sign. 
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements.   

 
 

11.2 Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00.    

11.3 Clerk’s salary & Expenses of £51.89.  

11.4 Quarterly HMRC payment (Jan, April, July, October) – £153.60  

11.5 Receipts from Ian Watson for River Wren Clearance Expenses - £30.74  

11.6 Invoice from Keith Hall Contracting – Allotment Deer Fencing - £4520.08   

11.7 Payment of agreed donation to Wrentham & Mutford FC - £3000  

11.8 
11.8.1 

Any other accounts received – 
August Payments – Clerks Salary & Account for Bus Shelter Cleaner 

 
 

 Above payments 11.2 to 11.8.1 were proposed by Cllr Hutson, seconded by Cllr 
Buxton, All in favour. The Clerk has raised online payments & these will be 
approved by The Vice Chairman. 

 
 
LH 

12 CORRESPONDENCE  

12.1 
 
 
 
 
12.2 
12.2.1 

Email from Mr Easton re additional dog waste bins – shared & discussed - it 
was agreed that The Clerk would seek approval from ESC for additional dog 
waste bins at 3 locations – Chapel Road end of the footpath that leads to The 
Lane – on the verge opposite the Horse & Groom PH & on Chapel Road near to 
the village pound. 
Any Further Correspondence – 
Email re Tour of Britain Men’s Cycle Race – previously circulated to all. 

 
 
 
 
FB 
 

13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA  

13.1 
 
13.2 
 
13.3 
 

Cllr Hutson reminded all about the British Legion’s Drum Head Service to 
commemorate VJ Day – 17th August 2025 at the Village Hall – all welcome. 
Cllr Wren spoke re ongoing parking issues on Southwold Road – he will liaise 
with the PCSO. 
Cllr Evans spoke re South Cove Flower Festival this coming weekend – all 
welcome. 

 
 

14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 8th September 2025 – 7:30pm – this is 
one week early due to holidays. 

 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.56pm 


