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WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council  
held at The Village Hall on Monday 16th June 2025 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: The Chairman – Cllr Ian Watson 

Councillors – Cllr Mark Buxton, Cllr Sue Child, Cllr Alison Evans, Cllr Sarah Hancock, Cllr 
Roger Middleditch, Cllr Paul Wren  
The Clerk – Mrs Frances Bullard (via Video call) 
Suffolk County Council – Cllr Annette Dunning 
East Suffolk Council – Cllr Paul Ashton 
Members of Public – Two 
 

1 The Chairman, Ian Watson, signed the Declaration of Office & this was witnessed 
by The Clerk. 
The Chairman welcomed all and thanked Vice Chairman Lucinda Hutson & The 
Clerk for conducting the Annual Meeting in a professional and speedy manner in 
his absence. 

 

2 OPEN FORUM  

 Mrs Jackie Wynn presented receipts for the planters she cares for.  She said she 
has noted all the planters need topping up with compost and suggested a delivery 
of compost be made to the Village Hall for those that care for the planters to use 
as needed.  Cllr Ashton said this would be best done in the Spring so the feed in 
the compost lasts throughout the growing season. 
 
Mrs Wynn asked if there had been progress in reopening the entrance to the 
Bonsey Gardens play area from Walker Gardens as she remains concerned there 
will only be one exit from the play area.  Cllr Dunning asked who installed the 
gate/lock – the PC will endeavour to find out but believe it may have been a 
Council gate that residents have added a lock to. 
 
Mrs Wynn spoke re maintenance at the Bonsey Gardens play area – Cllr Buxton 
advised the grass has recently been cut – The Chairman said hedge cutting is not 
possible at present, however the PC are aware of the issues and will push for 
cutting of the hedges when work is done on the play area. 

 

3 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENC/E  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Steve Billington, Cllr David 
Fletcher, Cllr Lindsay Hanger, Cllr Lucinda Hutson & Cllr Simon Forder.  

 
 

4 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  

 All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall.  

5 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC ANNUAL MEETING HELD ON 
MONDAY 19TH MAY 2025 

 

 The minutes of the Annual Parish Council Meeting held on 19th May 2025, having 
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Cllr Hancock & 
seconded by Cllr Buxton - All in favour – The Chairman will sign a copy. 

 
 
 

6 MATTERS ARISING  

6.1 
 
 
6.2 
6.2.1 
 
6.3 
 
6.3.1 
 

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery – This is on hold at until after 
the working party to clear vegetation from the River Wren. 
 
Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment – No further updates received.   
Access via Walker Gardens – As per open forum. 
 
CIL spending –  
 
Deer Fencing on Allotments – This is in hand & progressing. 
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6.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6.5 
 
 
 
6.6 
 
 
6.7 
 
 
 
 
 

Benacre & Kessingland Flood Management Project – The Project Delivery 
Manager, Kari Nash, has confirmed the one-way system will commence on 26th 
June – signage will be erected.  The Chairman will chase the signage. The Clerk 
will send wording & a link to more info to Cllr Child who will add to the Next Door 
site to inform residents of plans.  Cllr Ashton asked if Covehithe & Benacre should 
be invited to join with Wrentham PC – The Clerk advised this has been discussed 
previously, Covehithe & Benacre currently have a Parish Meeting, a referendum 
would be needed to change this and it is unlikely they would wish to join with 
Wrentham as at present they do not pay any precept. 
 
External Audit & Transparency Code – The Clerk confirmed this is all in hand.  
She will send the Public Rights Notice to The Chairman for display in the 
noticeboard. 
 
Jubilee Park Play Area – The Clerk will chase Cripps Developments for a 
response regarding when this will be installed. 
 
Any other Matters Arising – 
A discussion took place regarding Social Media – the PC do not currently have 
their own social media pages.  Cllr Dunning spoke re a Facebook page – What’s 
on in Wrentham, Beccles, Wangford, Southwold, Blythburgh, Halesworth – it may 
be worth the PC posting news to this page.  The Clerk will add social media to the 
next agenda. 

 
 
IW 
FB/SC 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 
 
 
FB 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 
 

7 REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)   

 • Cllr Dunning has sent a written report which The Clerk will share with all.   

• Cllr Dunning spoke re Local Government Review engagement – The 
Chairman is attending an event at Beccles tomorrow evening. 

• Cllr Dunning is pleased to see the PC have a date for clearing vegetation from 
the river & permission from the Environment Agency – she hopes to join the 
working party. 

• Cllr Dunning spoke re Community Self Help – The Chairman and Cllr Forder 
are attending training later this week – Cllr Dunning confirmed there is a 
budget in place to assist PCs with purchasing equipment. 

FB 

8 REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)   

 • Cllr Ashton spoke re the Men’s Cycle Tour of Great Britain which may pass 
through Wrentham in early September. 

• Cllr Ashton reminded all of First Light Festival this weekend – Cllr Child said 
this weekend also sees Southwold Festival and Aldeburgh Festival. 

 

9 UPDATES RE HIGHWAYS MATTERS INC SID/VAS SIGNS  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9.1 
 
 
 
 
 

Cllr Buxton spoke re the VAS as you enter the village on the A12 from the North, 
this is still being affected by overhanging trees – this has been raised with 
Benacre - an update will be sought from Cllr Hutson at the next meeting. 
 
Cllr Buxton has collected data from 2 VAS and compared to previous data – 
Southwold Road data is on par with 3 years ago –the A12 shows a slight increase 
in volume since 2018 but speeds remain much the same.  The latest data has 
been shared with Suffolk Roadsafe. 
 
Cllr Buxton will consider whether any VAS/poles need upgrading and report to the 
next meeting. 
 
The Clerk received an email from Mr Stephen Harvey asking if VAS can be 
installed on the High Street.  Cllr Buxton has reviewed the verges on the left as 
you exit the village heading North and a VAS could potentially be sited there 
(subject to SCC Highways approval).  As part of the application for approval, 
letters have been delivered to nearby properties today – 3 positive responses 
have been received so far. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
MB 
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9.2 Any other Highways Matters –  
None raised. 

10 FLOODING MATTERS  

10.1 
 
 

Clearance of vegetation in River Wren – Working Party 5th July 2025 - The 
Chairman has received confirmation from the Environment Agency that a licence 
is not required for the work planned.  He has circulated details of the Working 
Party on 5th July & currently has 6 volunteers.  The initial focus will be on the 
stretch between Chapel Road and the A12 bridge as this is the main pinch point.  
We need to be mindful not to clear too much from the river as we do not want to 
increase flow from upstream – focus will be on the vegetation on the banks which 
could cause problems during periods of high water.  Cllr Middleditch will assist in 
providing a trailer to remove vegetation from the site. 
 
Cllr Hancock said she has some concerns that the Environment Agency said it 
was unsafe for their workers to work in this area of the river but they are happy for 
us, as volunteers, to do so.  The Chairman has reviewed the area and spoken 
with neighbours who are happy to allow access, he is also liaising with Anglian 
Water re access through their gate. Cllr Hancock asked if ESC could support risk 
assessment process – Cllr Ashton said whilst Community Self Help is for working 
alongside highways it may be able to assist with risk assessments.  The 
Chairman will progress Risk Assessment and share with all volunteers at a 
briefing before any work takes place – Cllrs Child & Hancock are happy to 
support.  The Clerk will make the Insurance Company aware of plans once the 
Risk Assessment has been completed. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IW 
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11 PLANNING    

11.1 
 

Any further Planning Applications/Matters – 
None. 

 

12 FINANCE     

12.1  Balances at Bank – The Clerk advised bank balances total £131,529.56. 
£82,524.44 of this is ringfenced CIL monies of which £20,000 is earmarked for the 
Bonsey Gardens Play Area and £6,000 for the Village Sign. 
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements.   

 
 

12.2 Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00.    

12.3 Clerk’s salary   

12.4 Quarterly HMRC payment (Jan, April, July, October) – Nil  
The Chairman proposed that The Clerk set up a Direct Debit for future HMIC 
payments, seconded by Cllr Child, All in favour.  The Clerk will progress. 

 
 
FB 

12.5 Invoice from Mr Simon Forder for Village Hall grass cutting - £175.00  

12.6 
12.6.1 

Any other accounts received – 
Invoice from Mrs Wynn for plants for planters - £56.89 

 
 

 Above payments 12.2 to 12.6.1 were proposed by Cllr Buxton, seconded by Cllr 
Evans, All in favour. The Clerk will raise online payments & these will be 
approved by The Chairman. 

 
 
FB/IW 

13 CORRESPONDENCE  

13.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.2 
13.2.1 
 

Email from Barrie Atkins re Wrentham & Mutford FC Fundraising – The Clerk 
shared the email which seeks donations towards renovation work to the club 
house, supporters stand etc. This will cost £19,520 in total. So far the club has 
managed to raise £3000. Cllr Ashton advised he has also been approached for 
support & will make contact with Barrie. Following discussion Councillors agreed 
this facility is of benefit to the community and The Chairman proposed a donation 
of £3000, seconded by Cllr Buxton, all in favour.  The Clerk will advise Barrie of 
this & also signpost to other funding streams (SZC Community Fund, Sports 
England, The FA etc). 
 
Any Further Correspondence – 
Email from resident – Complaint re football goals on grass area at Oakhill 
Close – The Clerk shared the email with Councillors.  This land is owned by ESC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 
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13.2.2 
 

Cllr Ashton asked that the email be forwarded to him to deal with. The Clerk will 
do so and update the resident.  
Email from Victoria Hambley, ESCEP re SeaLink Project – this was shared 
with Councillors who agreed the PC do not need to register as an interested party 
in this project. 

FB 

14 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA  

14.1 
 
 
 
 

The Chairman advised the café in the village is reopening in the next few weeks 
with new owners. 
Cllr Wren said the village is looking untidy – verges, road edges etc – Cllr Buxton 
said the A12 verges were cut last week but several areas were missed.  Cllr 
Ashton said spraying of gutters and edges of pavements has restarted.  Cllr 
Ashton will chase grass cutting at Dyer Terrace. The Clerk will check the grass 
cutting/spraying schedule. 

 
 
 
 
PA 
FB 

15 DATE OF NEXT MEETING - Monday 21st July 2025 – 7:30pm   

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:17pm 


