Present:

WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council
held at The Village Hall on Monday 28™ April 2025 at 7:30pm

The Chairman — ClIr lan Watson

Councillors — CliIr Steve Billington, Cllir Mark Buxton, Clir Sue Child, Clir Simon Forder, ClIr
Sarah Hancock, CliIr Lindsay Hanger, Clir Lucinda Hutson, Clir Roger Middleditch, Clir Paul

Wren.

The Clerk — Mrs Frances Bullard
Suffolk County Council — Not present
East Suffolk Council — Clir Paul Ashton
Members of Public — Two

ACTION

OPEN FORUM

Mr Tony Robinson spoke re the new village sign and enquired about its cost.
He asked that the old sign be removed carefully to see if it can be saved. The
Chairman confirmed the cost of the new sign and confirmed the old sign will be
assessed and, if possible, put up on the Village Hall.

Mr Tony Robinson spoke re the issue of flooding in the village. He does not
feel there is a joined-up approach to tackle this. Tony arranged a meeting with
a representative from the Environment Agency — they were joined by ClIr
Billington but Tony was disappointed that The Chairman did not attend. The
Environment Agency made it clear they have no obligation to do any work to
the river despite 2 years ago saying they were responsible for the riverbed.
Tony asked that they clear the stretch of river from Chapel Road to the A12 as
this is very overgrown, when the Environment Agency visited last November
this area was sprayed but this has had no impact. In some areas vegetation
was cut but then left on the banks so will be swept back into the river when
water levels rise. The Environment Agency representative promised to obtain
answers to the questions raised. Tony feels if the Environment Agency are not
willing to undertake the work required then the PC should receive funding to do
their work. Tony has corresponded with the MP and received a response
saying the Environment Agency Flood Risk Manager will update the PC in June
— Tony will share a copy of the correspondence with The Clerk.

The Clerk advised she had tried to check with Mr Robinson whether he had
arranged a meeting with the Environment Agency, before sending the latest
email to the Environment Agency, but did not receive a response so was not
aware that a meeting had been set up for the Environment Agency
representative to visit. She awaits a response from the Environment Agency.

The Chairman said the PC is very concerned re the condition of the river and
want to work with Mr Robinson to find a solution. However it is clear that the
Environment Agency do not have the funds/resources to carry out the work
required.

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Clir Alison Evans &
Clir David Fletcher.

3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS

All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall.
Cllr Hutson — item 11.7
ClIr Billington — item 11.7
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TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY
17'" MARCH 2025

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17" March 2025, having
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Cllr Buxton &
seconded by ClIr Hanger - All in favour — The Chairman signed a copy.

MATTERS ARISING

5.2
521

5.3
5.3.1
5.3.2

54

5.5

5.6

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery — ClIr Ashton advised all
brambles have now been cut off at the base. The Chairman has shared
proposed dates for a working party with Cllr Ashton who will share the agreed
date with all.

Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment — No further updates.
Access to play park from Walker Gardens — The Clerk & The Chairman have
requested an update from ClIr Dunning — ClIr Ashton will try to follow this up.

Discussion re CIL spending —

Village Sign — The sign has been ordered.

Deer fencing for allotments — ClIr Forder has obtained a quote of £4520. The
Clerk has contacted 2 other contactors but been unable to get a second quote.
CliIr Hutson said from experience the quotation received is as expected — The
Chairman proposed this quote be proceeded with — seconded by Clir Buxton —
All'in favour. The Clerk will contact the Contractor to progress. Clir Forder is
happy to act as point of contact.

Allotments — The Clerk has now filled the vacant plots. There are currently 2
people on the waiting list.

Benacre & Kessingland Flood Management Project — A start date is still
awaited — it is anticipated to be June/July. ClIr Hutson advised that the working
hours have been extended to 7am to 6pm to shorten the overall delivery period,
Benacre residents are in agreement. Cllr Hancock suggested signage to advise
walkers of the project — The Chairman has written to Kari Nash, the Project
Delivery Manager, regarding passing places for pedestrians and will also raise
signage with them. ClIr Child will add a post to the Next Door website advising
residents where they can find out more about the project.

Any other Matters Arising —
None.

PA

FB

W
SC

REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)

No issues raised.

REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)

Clir Ashton apologised for not being able to attend the Annual Parish Meeting
and will send a report to The Clerk

Clir Ashton advised The Planning Inspectorate has accepted Sealink Project
Plans. These are in a similar location to the Lionlink Project & Scottish Power
Renewables are also involved. SZC Project — work is progressing with building
a roundabout at Friday Street. A solar farm is being built at Yoxford. Our MP
has appealed to Parliament for an amendment stating that Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects are obliged to liaise with other projects to have a joined
up approach & better co-ordination.

PA

HIGHWAYS ISSUES

UPDATES RE SID/VAS SIGNS/REPLACEMENT POLES

The height of the conifers at the football ground has been reduced to allow
more light to get to the VAS in winter months.

Clir Buxton has moved VAS around and reset to try and capture data. Clir
Buxton advised that if the PC purchase additional solar powered VAS then new
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8.1.1

locations would have to be considered as the solar powered VAS are much
larger and not suitable for outside residential properties.

ANY OTHER HIGHWAYS MATTERS -

Clir Forder spoke re the volume of traffic on Southwold Road — in particular
motorbikes travelling at high speeds at weekends & early mornings. The Clerk
will make local Police aware and ask that they give the area some attention.

FB

FLOODING MATTERS

The PC share Mr Robinson’s frustration that the Environment Agency will not
support work to mitigate flooding in the village. They declined to attend an
open forum with residents to discuss how to best tackle the issue.

ClIr Hanger suggested the PC obtain quotes from contractors to clear the river
and send the bill to the Environment Agency — The Chairman said they will not
pay as they state landowners are responsible for keeping the river clear. We
need to get residents on board & work together to find a solution.

It was agreed The Clerk will write to owners of properties abutting the river,
starting with the section between Chapel Road & the A12, to see if they are
supportive of clearance of the vegetation and whether they would be willing to
join a working party.

FB

10

PLANNING

10.1

10.2

DC/25/1326/FUL — 17 Chapel Road — Plans were shared and discussed — ClIr
Wren spoke re his concerns that small bungalows are being turned into
significantly bigger homes and the impact this has on housing stock. CliIr Child
proposed there be no objections, seconded by Cllr Hanger, Clir Wren abstained
- All other Councillors in Favour. The Clerk will update ESC.

Any further Planning Applications/Matters —
None.

FB

11

FINANCE

111

Total Balances at Bank — £127, 145.06 — which comprise of:

Business Saver Account (WRAC) £1.01 - Current Account £41, 074.98 -
Business Saver Account (CIL) £1034.14 — Unity Trust Account £85,034.93
The Clerk advised there is a £1 variance between SAGE & Bank Statements —
she will investigate & rectify this.

11.2

Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00

11.3

Clerk’s salary & expenses of £41.82 (SAGE & Mileage)

114

Quarterly HMRC payment — £121.80 (already paid as due 21.4.25)

115

Invoice from SALC for membership - £431.89

11.6

Invoice from Ben Rouse for Tree Surgery - £1068.00

11.7

Donation to Wrentham Bowls Club for ‘Spiker’ — The Clerk has obtained a
breakdown of donations from other sources & The Bowls Club are seeking a
donation for the balance of £2273.00

11.8

Any other accounts received —
None.

Payments 11.2 to 11.7 were proposed by The Chairman & seconded by ClIr
Child, All'in favour (ClIr Hutson & ClIr Billington abstained due to a declared
interest in item 11,7). Online payments have been raised and will be approved
by the Chairman/Vice Chairman.

IW/LH

12

CORRESPONDENCE

12.1
12.1.1

12.1.2

Email from ClIr Hutson re VE Day celebrations -
Payment to Lamarti’s Ice Cream — The Chairman proposed a budget of
£450, seconded by ClIr Hutson, All in favour. The Chairman signed a
cheque which Cllr Hutson will countersign on the day.
Assistance with bunting — The Chairman, ClIr Forder, Clir Buxton & ClIr
Billington are happy to assist and will put bunting up on 7" May 2025.
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12.2

12.3
12.3.1

ClIr Hutson asked that all spread the word re the celebration — tickets to the
event are available from Rosie Carter.

Email re book/games swap in the High Street bus shelter — It is unclear who
has set this up but there were no issues raised.

Any Further Correspondence -

The Clerk advised that ESC have advised the Casual Vacancy as a result of
ClIr Perry’s retirement has now expired & the position can be filled by co-option.
She asked that everyone spread the word that there is a vacancy on the council
and direct anyone interested to her.

FB

All

13

ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA

13.1

13.2

The Chairman expressed thanks to Cllr Middleditch for cutting back the
vegetation on the verges at Church Corner — this has improved visibility.

The Chairman spoke re the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council — this takes
place next month — Clir Hutson will Chair — he stressed that the filling of
positions is not a fait accompli — if anyone is interested in standing for positions
they are welcome to do so — The Clerk will send further details out with the
Agenda.

FB

14

DATE OF NEXT PC MEETING — Annual Parish Council Meeting - Monday
19t May 2025 — 7:30pm — preceded by a Finance Committee Meeting on
14" May 2025 at 7:30pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:59pm
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