WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council
held at The Village Hall on Monday 17" March 2025 at 7:30pm

Present: The Chairman — ClIr lan Watson
Councillors — CliIr Steve Billington, Cllir Mark Buxton, Clir David Fletcher, Clir Simon Forder,
Clir Sarah Hancock, CliIr Lindsay Hanger, Clir Lucinda Hutson, Clir Keith Perry, Clir Paul
Wren.
The Clerk — Mrs Frances Bullard (via Video Conferencing)
Suffolk County Council — Not present
East Suffolk Council — Clir Paul Ashton
Members of Public — One

ACTION

1 OPEN FORUM

The Chairman welcomed all and invited them to speak.
Mr Tony Robinson thanked CliIr Perry for his time given to the PC & VHMC.

Mr Tony Robinson spoke re flooding — he advised he & Clir Billington have
started to survey the river from The Chestnuts upstream & taken photos. He
expressed concern that it is only a few months since the Environment Agency
visited but is already in an appalling state. Parts were inaccessible and there is
lots of debris built up from heavy rain, brambles etc. He does not believe the
Environment Agency can have undertaken the work stated as none of the
blockages are due to new growth. In particular it was very overgrown at the
pumping station in Chapel Road. He also noted that some residents have put
sleepers/decking along the riverbank. Cllr Hutson said she had sought advice
from Jonathan Mitchell and he suggested a vegetation survey which is what
Tony & Steve have started. The Chairman said the Parish Council will use the
reporting tool to report any blockages. The Chairman thanked Tony for his
work on this and said he is happy to muster volunteers to do the rest of the
river. Tony will share photos with The Clerk.

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Clir Sue Child, Clir
Alison Evans, ClIr Roger Middleditch & County Clir Annette Dunning.

3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS

All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall.

Cllr Hutson — item 11.7

The Chairman —item 11.5

ClIr Fletcher — Planning Application 39 London Road

4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY
17" FEBRUARY 2025

The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 17" February 2025, having
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by The Chairman &
seconded by ClIr Buxton - All in favour — The Chairman signed a copy.

5 MATTERS ARISING

5.1 Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery — Clir Ashton will advise a PA
date & The Chairman will rally volunteers.

5.2 Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment — Nothing further heard from ESC
— outcome of consultation awaited. The Chairman had a letter from Mrs Wynn
— ClIr Ashton has visited Mrs Wynn & neighbours and walked around the park.
He has taken away an action re hedge cutting. Site meetings will be held once
a contractor has been appointed. Engagement was discussed — leaflet drops
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5.2.1

5.3
53.1
53.2

5.4

5.5

5.6

will be considered in future. Cllr Ashton spoke re a new refuse collection app
which may be able to be used for other communications — the aim is for 1/3 of
households to sign up to this app.

Access to play park from Walker Gardens — ClIr Ashton will link with Clir
Dunning to try to establish ownership.

Discussion re CIL spending —

Village Sign — The sign has been ordered.

Deer fencing for allotments — Cllr Forder has obtained a quote. The Clerk will
chase a second local fencing contractor to link with Clir Forder to provide a
second quote. ClIr Perry will advise the name of a local company to The Clerk.

Update from Village Litter Pick — The Chairman advised this was very
successful, 26 volunteers attended & lots of rubbish was collected. Clir Child
spoke re fly tipping in Falcon Inn Road — this was reported to ESC and
removed.

Allotments — As agreed last month The Clerk has sent letters via Special
Delivery to 2 allotment holders advising them their licence will not be renewed,
due to their plots not being maintained, and giving them notice to remove any
personal effects by 31.3.2025, The Clerk will contact those at the top of the
waiting list and offer the vacant plots to them.

Any other Matters Arising —
None.

PA/AD

FB
KP

FB

REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)

Cllr Dunning has sent a written report which The Clerk will share with all.

FB

REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)

e ClIr Ashton spoke re Local Government Reorganisation — The Government
have asked for proposals from SCC & Borough Councils by 21.3.2025 —
Borough Councils will send a combined response which will suggest the
retention of 2-3 Borough Councils to maintain local knowledge etc. A Mayor
will be elected in May 2026.A Boundary Review will be undertaken.

e ClIr Ashton is trying to set up ‘Parish Strategies’ to make meetings more
focussed on achieving aims. ClIr Ashton will act as Facilitator & share more
as the project progresses.

HIGHWAYS ISSUES

8.1

811

8.2
821

8.2.2

UPDATES RE SID/VAS SIGNS/REPLACEMENT POLES

The Clerk has circulated ANPR data from SCC to all. Clir Wren recently
attended a public meeting with our new MP — volume of traffic was raised — Clir
Buxton will gather data from VAS for the next few months and share with all.

Reduction of Conifers alongside Football Ground — A quote has been
received from Ben Rouse for £1068. A letter has been sent to houses opposite
the site to seek their views & there have been no objections, in fact they are
supportive of the reduction of the height of the trees. The Chairman proposed
the work go ahead, seconded by ClIr Buxton, All in favour — The Chairman will
progress with Ben Rouse.

ANY OTHER HIGHWAYS MATTERS -

Community Self Help Scheme — The Chairman, ClIr Forder, Cllr Hancock &
Clir Ashton volunteered to undertake training. The Clerk will put their names
forward for the next course.

Cllr Wren spoke re parking in the High Street laybys — signage is still missing &
until this is in place Enforcement Officers are unable to take action. In some
other parishes CIL has been used for replacement signage. There is still a

MB

FB
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vehicle parked in the layby 24/7 — it is not taxed or Mot'd — ClIr Wren will share | PW/FB
the registration number with The Clerk who will report.
8.2.3 The Chairman spoke re the meeting with Highways on 10.01.2025 — he has
updated the meeting notes —
e Chapel Road Bridge - An email was received from Mr David Walker
giving some history — this was very useful. At present Highways
have no plans to undertake any work other than maintenance.
e Potholes — continue to take photos and report.
9 FLOODING MATTERS
Covered during Open Forum.
10 PLANNING
10.1 Any further Planning Applications/Matters —
10.1.1 | DC/25/0855/FUL — 64 London Road — Plans were shared and discussed — ClIr
Hutson proposed there be no objections however this building should only be
used as a holiday let and not become a separate dwelling & that parking should
be contained within the boundary of the existing property, seconded by ClIr
Buxton, All in Favour. The Clerk will update ESC. FB
10.1.2 | DC/25/0855/FUL — 39 London Road — Plans were shared and discussed — ClIr
Hutson proposed there be no objections however this building should only be
used as a holiday let and not become a separate dwelling & that parking should
be contained within the boundary of the existing property, seconded by ClIr
Buxton, All in Favour. The Clerk will update ESC. FB
11 FINANCE
11.1 Total Balances at Bank — £130,016.38 — which comprise of:
Business Saver Account (WRAC) £1.01 - Current Account £43,981.23 -
Business Saver Account (CIL) £1034.14 — Unity Trust Account £85,000.00
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements.
The Clerk advised CIL interest of £139.47 has been moved to the Current
Account.
11.2 Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00
11.3 Clerk’s salary & expenses of £14.92 (SAGE & Postage stamps)
114 Quarterly HMRC payment — Nil
11.5 Invoice from lan Watson for Litter Pick supplies - £25.26
11.6 Invoice from Clerks & Councils Magazine - £46.50
11.7 Invoice from The Benacre Co — Allotment Rent - £50.00
11.8 Invoice from J S Rawlings for Village Hall Cupboards — PC Donation of
£1000.00
11.9 Village Hall Insurance Renewal - £1613.46
11.10 Invoice for Hire of Village Hall - £143.00
11.11 Any other accounts received —
11.11.1 | The VHMC have sent an email seeking funding towards replacement CCTV—
Clir Billington provided detail re the scheme — it will record 24/7 and be
accessed via phones. The Chairman queried ongoing costs — CliIr Billington
confirmed there are none other than battery replacement. The Chairman said
the PC support we would need clarification as to whether the VHMC have funds
available to cover this or if it is reliant on PC funding. The Clerk will contact FB
Fiona Anderson, the VHMC Chair.
11.11.2 | ClIr Buxton has renegotiated the Wifi Contract at the Village Hall.
11.11.3 | Bowls Club Spiker — a refurbished spiker has been purchased for £6000 — the
PC initially agreed to match fund up to £3000 when the total cost was £11,000+
Clir Ashton & ClIr Dunning have also contributed. The Clerk will establish how | FB
much the Bowls Club are seeking from the PC.
Payments 11.2 to 11.10 were proposed by CllIr Fletcher & seconded by Clir
Forder, All in favour. Online payments have been raised and will be approved
by the Chairman/Vice Chairman. IW/LH
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12

CORRESPONDENCE

12.1
12.1.1

12.1.2

Any Further Correspondence —
ClIr Hutson spoke re the Benacre & Kessingland Flood Management Project —
work is due to begin in June/July 2025 and will involve the building of two very

large embankments which will need many tonnes of clay to be delivered to site.

There will be a one-way system in place along Benacre Street and Locks Lane
for the duration of the works. Jonathan Mitchell will share further details & The
Clerk will share in noticeboard & on website.

CliIr Keith Perry has tendered his notice after 23 years on the Parish Council —
he will also be stepping down from the VHMC. The Chairman expressed huge
thanks to Keith for his support and hard work over the years & wished him well
for the future. The Clerk will update ESC and arrange a leaving meal.

FB

FB

13

ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA

13.1

Clir Forder advised that once again the posts in the Crossways car park have
been knocked over — he will send photos to The Clerk to report to ESC — she
will also ask whether the replacement posts could be taller to make them less
prone to being driven into.

SF/FB

14

DATE OF NEXT MEETING — Monday 28" April 2025 — 7:30pm preceded by
the Annual Parish Meeting at 6:30pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:30pm
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