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WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council  
held at The Village Hall on Monday 17th February 2025 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: The Chairman – Cllr Ian Watson 

Councillors – Cllr Steve Billington, Cllr Mark Buxton, Cllr Sue Child, Cllr David Fletcher, Cllr 
Simon Forder, Cllr Lucinda Hutson, Cllr Roger Middleditch, Cllr Keith Perry, Cllr Paul Wren. 
The Clerk – Mrs Frances Bullard  
Suffolk County Council – Cllr Annette Dunning 
East Suffolk Council – Cllr Paul Ashton  
Members of Public – Three 
 

  ACTION 

1 OPEN FORUM  

 The Chairman welcomed all and invited them to speak. 
 
Mr Tony Robinson spoke re the Village sign – he would have preferred to keep 
the old design and feels the village hall should be included in the new design. 
 
Mr Tony Robinson spoke re flooding – he is concerned that the flood plan says 
a future flood is inevitable as this could impact on insurance quotes & 
disappointed that the Environment Agency are not willing to engage in a public 
meeting.  Mr Robinson feels a survey of the river is required.  The main problem 
is that there are three bridges that flood water needs to pass through.  It seems 
that law has changed and properties either side of the river are now responsible 
for the bank and up to the middle of the river.  The Chairman advised that 
during his meeting with the Highways Engineer the Chapel Road bridge was 
discussed, it is not possible to increase the depth below any of the bridges as 
they have a concrete base, the Highways Engineer was looking at whether it is 
possible to raise the height of the bridge to aid water flow.  The Chairman will 
arrange contact with those at risk of flooding to make them aware of the Flood 
Plan – Mr Robinson suggested there should be a public meeting. 
 
Mr Tony Robinson attended an event at Wangford held by MP Jenny Riddell-
Carpenter – Cllr Ashton advised an event will be held in Wrentham in due 
course. 
 
Mrs Jacqui Wynn spoke re Bonsey Gardens play park – she attended the 
consultation event on Saturday and is disappointed this was not better 
publicised.  Mrs Wynn felt it impossible to say which design is preferred without 
more information, dimensions, site plan etc. Mrs Wynn is disappointed there 
has been no engagement with those living close to the play area. Mrs Wynn 
raised a safeguarding concern that there is only one way in & out of the play 
park – the alternative access via Walker Gardens has been blocked off by 
residents for some time – Cllr Dunning will look into this. Mrs Wynn advised 
some parents have told her they do not feel the play area is safe enough to let 
their children visit alone. The Clerk asked that this is all fed back through the 
current ESC survey.  Cllr Ashton said is it unfair to say there has been no 
consultation, when the initial survey was sent out last year over 40 residents 
responded - the current consultation is ongoing – he accepts last week’s face to 
face consultation event was not advertised well enough.  Cllr Ashton will visit 
Mrs Wynn re her concerns. The Chairman said he is delighted that the play 
area is being refurbished. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AD 
 
 
 
 
 
PA 
 
 

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 Apologies for absence were received and accepted from Cllr Alison Evans, Cllr 
Lindsay Hanger & Cllr Sarah Hancock. 
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3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  

 All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall. 
Cllr Hutson – item 11.6 
Cllr Buxton – item 11.5 

 

4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 
20TH JANUARY 2025 

 

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 20th January 2025, having 
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Cllr Middleditch 
subject to one amendment – Item 13.3 should read Vectra not Metro - 
seconded by Cllr Perry - All in favour – The Chairman will sign a copy. 

 
 
 

6 REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC) – BROUGHT FORWARD  

 Cllr Dunning will share her written report with The Clerk. 
Cllr Dunning advised – 

• She will share ANPR data with The Clerk. 

• Devolution – a consultation has been launched today. Elections have 
been put on hold. There will be a joint Mayor for Norfolk & Suffolk. In 
Suffolk conversations are ongoing re the structure of the Cabinet. The 
Chairman said at present we get attendance at PC Meetings by local 
Councillors – he is concerned that this may not happen with a Unitary 
Authority and focus may be on larger towns & cities – there is also 
concern that local knowledge will be lost. Cllr Wren asked if the costs to 
set up the new authority have been assessed. 

• Cllr Dunning has donated to the Bowls Club & Football Club. 
Cllr Dunning left meeting. 

AD 
 
AD 

5 MATTERS ARISING  

5.1 
 
 
 
 
5.2 
 
 
 
 
5.3 
5.3.1 
 
 
 
 
5.3.2 
 
 
 
5.4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery – Cllr Ashton will arrange a 
local working party in conjunction with East Suffolk Services – there is little time 
left before hedge cutting is discouraged due to potential nesting birds however 
Cllr Ashton is confident smaller jobs can still be done. 
 
Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment – Proposed designs were shared 
and discussed. ESC consultation re designs is now live – The Clerk has shared 
the link with all and publicised on PC Website, Village Website & Noticeboard.  
Please encourage as many people to respond as possible. 
 
Discussion re CIL spending –  
Village Sign – A colour version of the sign has been shared with all.  The Clerk 
confirmed she has spoken with The Village Sign People and they are happy to 
provide a version of this for use on our website/emails etc. The Chairman 
proposed that an order be placed with The Village Sign People, seconded by 
Cllr Buxton, All in favour.  The Clerk will progress. 
Deer fencing for allotments – Cllr Forder was thanked for obtaining a quote. 
The Clerk will link with a local fencing contractor & Cllr Forder to obtain a 
second quote. 
 
Allotments – Despite previous correspondence with the tenants there are still 
two plots in an unacceptable condition & there are 5 people on the waiting list – 
The Chairman proposed that they be given notice that their licence will not be 
renewed on 31.3.2025, seconded by Cllr Fletcher, All in Favour.  The Clerk will 
progress. 
A discussion took place regarding the annual rent for allotments, this has not 
changed for many years & costs to provide the allotments, water etc have risen.  
Cllr Buxton proposed it be raised from £37.50 to £40 for a full plot and from 
£17.50 to £20 for a half plot, seconded by Cllr Forder, All in Favour.  The Clerk 
will progress. 
 

PA 
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FB 
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5.5 
 
 
5.6 
 
 
 
5.7 
5.7.1 
 
 
5.7.2 

Annual Internal Audit – The Clerk will contact Mrs Rosie Carter to ask if she is 
willing to conduct this. 
 
Village Litter Pick 22nd February 2025 – The Chairman advised he has had a 
good response and several volunteers. 
Cllr Middleditch left meeting. 
 
Any other Matters Arising – 
As discussed last month, there is still a car parking on the brow of the hill on 
Southwold Road, Cllr Perry has spoken to the local PCSO who will visit & give 
words of advice. 
Village Hall Storage Cupboards – replacement cupboards are being fitted 
tomorrow.  Cllr Hutson will link with Mrs Rosie Carter re archiving the PC 
paperwork. 

 
FB 

7 REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)   

 • Cllr Ashton said most matters are covered under the agenda.  He advised 
that ESC invited The Secretary of State for Energy, Ed Miliband to visit and 
discuss the cable projects within the district with a view to co-ordinate them 
– this was declined. 

 

8 HIGHWAYS ISSUES   

8.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
8.2 
8.2.1 
 

UPDATES RE SID/VAS SIGNS/REPLACEMENT POLES 
Cllr Buxton advised the solar panel as you enter the Village from the A12 South 
is obscured by tall conifers on the football club field – he has used a light meter 
to assess and approx. 95% of light is being lost resulting in a very short battery 
life.  The trees need to be reduced by approx. 10-15 feet.  The site is leased to 
The Football Club by Benacre Estate – Cllr Hutson said she would have no 
objection to a height reduction but residents and football club would need to be 
in agreement. The Chairman will link with Ben Rous, Tree Surgeon, to see if the 
trees would be adversely affected by reducing their height & obtain a quote.   
Cllr Buxton advised he has adjusted the solar panel on the Southwold Road 
VAS so it now faces due South & hopes this will increase battery life. 
ANY OTHER HIGHWAYS MATTERS – 
Community Self Help Scheme – The Clerk gave an update – under CSH there 
are four routes the PC can follow to get work done that falls outside the remit of 
Highways planned maintenance – Employ a contractor; Employ staff; Use 
volunteers (with a trained leader); Engage Highways. All work needs to be 
approved by SCC and risk assessed.  PPE is available from SCC. There is a 1 
day training course for volunteer leaders (Street Works Qualification Register).  
There is no limit to how many leaders can be trained & they must be present at 
all times when volunteers are undertaking work.  The Chairman, Cllr Buxton & 
Cllr Billington volunteered to undertake training. The Clerk will progress. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 

9 FLOODING MATTERS  

 River Wren – Flood Plan etc – As per open forum, The Chairman will 
coordinate Flood Wardens and present Flood Plan to residents.  Cllr Hutson 
offered to explore a survey of the river. The Chairman will seek an update from 
the Highways Engineer re the bridges. 

IW 
LH 
IW 
 

10 PLANNING    

10.1 
 
 
 
 
10.2 

DC/25/0219/FUL – Replace 1 existing side gate & existing main timber gates 
within existing openings of brick boundary wall and replace 7 pier caps – 12 
London Road - Plans were shared and discussed.  Cllr Buxton proposed that 
there be no material objections, seconded by Cllr Perry, All in favour.  The Clerk 
will update ESC. 
Any further Planning Applications/Matters – 
None. 

 
 
 
 
FB 
 
 

11 FINANCE     

11.1  Total Balances at Bank – £130,722.75 – which comprise of:  
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Business Saver Account (WRAC) - £1.01 - Current Account - £129,687.60 - 
Business Saver Account (CIL) - £1034.14. 
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements. 
The Clerk advised that by moving £100,000 to Barclays Treasury Account for 
30 days £156 was earnt in interest.   

 
 

11.2 Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00  

11.3 Clerk’s salary & expenses of £180.06 (inc Microsoft 365 renewal)  

11.4 Quarterly HMRC payment – Nil  

11.5 Invoice from MB IT Revive for printer cartridges - £49.71  

11.6 Donation to Wrentham Bowls Club for Spiker - £3000   

11.7 
 

Any other accounts received – 
None 

 
 

 Item 11.6 – The agreement was for up to £3000 in match funding.  As a 
secondhand spiker has been sourced & ESC & SCC Councillors are also 
donating The Clerk will seek an update from The Bowls Club re fundraising to 
establish how much is required from PC match funding. 
 
Payments 11.2 to 11.6, subject to clarification of 11.6, were proposed by Cllr 
Forder & seconded by Cllr Child, All in favour. Online payments have been 
raised and will be approved by the Chairman/Vice Chairman. 

 
 
FB 
 
 
 
 
IW/LH 

12 CORRESPONDENCE  

12.1 
 

Any Further Correspondence – 
None 

 

13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA  

13.1 
 
 
 
13.2 
 
 

To agree a date for the April PC Meeting as it falls on a Bank Holiday – it was 
agreed to move the April PC Meeting & Annual Parish Meeting to Monday 28th 
April 2025.  The Annual PC Meeting will take place on Monday 19th May 2025 
preceded by a Finance Committee Meeting on 14th May 2025 at 7.30pm. 
Cllr Perry spoke re the ‘Village Entry signs’ which have been placed in Chapel 
Road – The Chairman advised these were as part of the planning conditions for 
the Jubilee Park development. 

 

14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 17th March 2025 – 7:30pm.  

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:45pm 


