WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council
held at The Village Hall on Monday 20" January 2025 at 7:30pm

Present: The Vice Chairman — ClIr Lucinda Hutson
Councillors — CliIr Steve Billington, Cllir Mark Buxton, Clir David Fletcher, Clir Simon Forder,
ClIr Lindsay Hanger, Clir Roger Middleditch, Clir Keith Perry, Clir Paul Wren.
The Clerk — Mrs Frances Bullard via Video Conference
Suffolk County Council — ClIir Annette Dunning
East Suffolk Council — Not present
Members of Public — None

ACTION
1 OPEN FORUM
None held as there were no members of public present.
2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received and accepted from CliIr Alison Evans, ClIr
lan Watson, Clir Sue Child, Cllr Sarah Hancock & District Clir Paul Ashton.
3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS
All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall.
4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY
16™ DECEMBER 2024
The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 16™ December 2024, having
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Cllr Buxton &
seconded by ClIr Hanger - All in favour — The Chairman will sign a copy. W
6 REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC) - BROUGHT FORWARD
The Clerk has shared Clir Dunning’s written report with all.
ClIr Dunning advised —
e Devolution — as SCC have agreed to fast track this it now means that
there may not be elections in May — the Government will make their
decision by the end of January. As devolution progresses there will be
an appointed Mayor, likely to be shared with Norfolk. SCC & District
Councils will move to a unitary council — there are still lots of
conversations to be had as to how this will look going forwards. Parish
& Town Councils will continue as will Town Mayors.
¢ ClIr Dunning now has the most recent ANPR data and will share this
with The Clerk. AD

The Chairman & Clir Hutson met with Wayne Saunders, Highways Engineer on
10" January 2025 & discussed the following —

e Village Entry Signs — due to funding these are very unlikely to be
replaced by Highways — the Parish Council can obtain a licence and
engage a third party (Glasdon etc) to install new signage.

e The A12 approach to Crossways — there is a lit triangular traffic light
warning sign but no warning of a crossing — if a SID or flashing sign was
required then Highways would require consent from all neighbouring
properties — this is unlikely to be progressed.

¢ Reduction in speed limit at top end of Chapel Road to Church Corner
and along B1127 Guildhall Road heading North after Church Corner —
despite this area having streetlights it is very unlikely that we would
meet the criteria for a 30mph zone — a 40mph buffer zone could be
requested — a traffic survey would be required. Clir Dunning funded a
traffic survey in 2022 & a reduction in speed limit was not supported by
Highways. ClIr Dunning will share the findings of the 2022 Traffic
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Survey with The Clerk who will share with Wayne Saunders and ask that
this be revisited.

o Chapel Road Bridge — Wayne Saunders is exploring whether this bridge
could be enlarged to mitigate flooding — however, even if possible, it is
very unlikely that funding would be available.

e Skirting of pavements on A12 — 30m section outside Clyfton House — it
is very unlikely that Highways will undertake this work. However the
Parish Council could sign up to the Community Self Help Scheme — this
would provide training, insurance and equipment for work to be
undertaken, not just for skirting but for other minor highway
maintenance. Any volunteer undertaking the Course and Exam is then
able to have up to 6 other volunteers undertaking work with them. The
Clerk will explore this.

e Potholes — Falcon Inn Road — the road surface appears to have come to
the end of its useful life and potholes are being refilled on an annual
basis — Wayne Saunders will advise when it is scheduled for
resurfacing. In the meantime, potholes of over 40mm in depth should
continue to be reported.

e Crossways Directional sign — this was damaged and has been removed
— it is not a priority for Highways to replace.

¢ ClIr Dunning suggested that funding for projects could be sought from
Sizewell C.

¢ ClIr Dunning said she is, as always, happy to assist wherever possible.

ClIr Dunning left meeting.

AD/FB

FB

MATTERS ARISING

5.2

5.3
5.3.1

5.4
541

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery — Clir Ashton will arrange a
local working party in conjunction with East Suffolk Services — it was agreed to
carry this to the February meeting.

Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment — ESC have put the scheme out
for tender — this process ended today. The Clerk & ClIr Hutson will attend a
meeting with ESC on Friday 24" January 2025 to review bids. The Clerk will
request a copy of the proposed plans ahead of the meeting.

Discussion re CIL spending —

Village Sign - The Clerk shared the responses from residents. These were
reviewed and discussed. Cllr Hanger proposed that the design from The
Village Sign People be proceeded with, seconded by Clir Hutson, All in favour.
The Clerk will now obtain a coloured version and share with all.

Any other Matters Arising —

Village Hall Storage Cupboards — an email has been received from Mrs Rosie
Carter who has asked that no paperwork is destroyed — she has volunteered to
catalogue it all. Cllr Hutson will link with Rosie to see if assistance is required.

FB

FB

LH

REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)

e ClIr Ashton submitted a written report which The Clerk will share with all.

FB

HIGHWAYS ISSUES

UPDATES RE SID/VAS SIGNS/REPLACEMENT POLES

ClIr Buxton advised that there are some issues with battery life of the VAS due
to shorter daylight hours and volume of traffic. He has been in touch with the
manufacturers and will push for a solution.

ANY OTHER HIGHWAYS MATTERS -

Covered under item 6.

FLOODING MATTERS

River Wren — Flood Plan etc — A response has been received from The
Environment Agency and shared with all — their focus remains on the 800
properties flooded during storms of Winter 2023/24 and as such they are not
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able to support a public meeting to discuss how to proactively prevent flooding.
They acknowledge that Wrentham is at significant flood risk and have plans to
include it in a future project - they will provide further updates in 6 months. They
provided a map of the area of the village where annual maintenance work has

been undertaken — The Clerk will ask what areas of the River Wren they FB
maintain outside the village boundaries.
10 PLANNING
10.1 DC/24/4200/FUL — Conversion of traditional farm buildings to residential
dwelling — West End Barn, Falcon Inn Road
Plans were shared and discussed. ClIr Fletcher proposed that there be no
material objections, seconded by Clir Perry, All in favour. The Clerk will update
ESC. FB
10.2 Any further Planning Applications/Matters —
None.
11 FINANCE
11.1 Total Balances at Bank as at 31.12.24 — £134,451.85 — which comprise of:
Business Saver Account (WRAC) - £1.01 - Current Account - £43,186.07 -
Business Saver Account (CIL) - £91,264.77.
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements.
The Clerk advised that since this statement The Chairman has transferred
£90,000 from CIL to Current account and placed £100,000 in Barclays Treasury
Account for 30 days to maximise interest.
The Clerk advised that she has transferred £230.63 of CIL interest from the CIL
account to the Current account.
11.2 Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00
11.3 Clerk’s salary & expenses of £43.14
114 Quarterly HMRC payment — £142.00
115 Invoice from Wrentham Christmas Trees - £114.00
11.6 Invoice from WAVE (Anglian Water) for allotment water - £171.65
11.7 Invoice from SCC Highways for work on pavement outside 26 High Street -
£2749.71
11.8 Invoice from Suffolk.Cloud for PC Website Hosting & Support - £120.00
11.9 Invoice from Sandra Walker for Village Website Hosting & Domain - £82.87
11.10 | Any other accounts received —
None
Above payments 11.2 to 11.9 were proposed by Clir Hanger & seconded by Clir
Middleditch, All in favour. Online payments have been raised and will be
approved by the Vice Chairman. LH
12 CORRESPONDENCE
12.1 Any Further Correspondence —
Emails received from SCC re Devolution updates have been shared with all.
13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA
13.1 A reminder that the next Village Litter Pick takes place on 22" February 2025.
13.2 CliIr Fletcher spoke re two cars which are parking on the brow of the hill on
Southwold Road — he believes this is dangerous and is concerned there will be
an accident. Whilst it is recognised there are no parking restrictions & therefore
no offences being committed, Clir Fletcher/Clir Wren will try to establish the
address of the owners and advise The Clerk who will send a letter outlining DF/PW/FB
concerns.
13.3 Clir Wren spoke re a Blue Vectra car that has been parked for some time in the
High Street layby — he believes it has no tax, insurance or MOT. Clir Wren will | PW
report to Suffolk Police.
14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING — Monday 17" February 2024 — 7:30pm.

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8:35pm
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