
Wrentham Bowls Club 

For Wrentham Parish Annual Meeting 

My apologies for not being present this evening but tonight is our first 

Benacre League game of the season. 
 

Looking back on the year, we opened the Green on 21st April with a Drive 

for the Geoff & Ann Sallows Memorial Shield which was won by Alan Norman  

On 25th April we held an Open Day, flyers were delivered to households in 

Wrentham and the Open Day was well advertised.   This was an extremely 

worthwhile exercise and a great success.   People who came along to one 

of the three sessions enjoyed themselves and were offered  membership at 

a reduced price with £5 off if they produced their flyer.   We enrolled nine 

new members. 

The Annual Tournament which was held on 26th May was a great success. 

Sponsorship for this was received from Adnams, Boggis, Mantins Solicitors 

and Cripps Builders.   We had 24 pairs play for the prize money and the 

eventual winners were  

1st  Sue Rochard and partner 
2nd Alan Buck and partner 

3rd Simon Haynes and partner 
4th Lesley Dyer and partner 

 

Going on to the County competitions, Wrentham had good representation 

in the Area ‘A’ Semi Finals and Area ‘A’ Finals with the following winning 

their games on both days: 

1 block in the  2 bowl rinks – Alan Norman, Ben Harber and Andy Harber 

1 block in the  3 bowl rinks – Paul Utting, Mike King & Andrew Burch 
1 x senior pairs. Mike King  & Richard Utting 

 

The County finals were held at Laxfield the following weekend and  all three 
entries (2 bowl rinks, 3 bowl rinks and senior pairs)  were successful  in the 

semi-finals.  However, both the 2 bowl and 3 bowl rinks lost their games in 
the final on the Sunday but Mike King and Richard Utting won their game 

and went on to represent Suffolk in the National finals at Skegness.   They 
won their first game at Skegness against Derbyshire but lost to Norfolk in 

what can only be described as a nail-biting game – having  to go to an extra 
end to get a winner.   

 
Congratulations to Stephanie Thoburn for playing in the County Ladies 

Novices competition this year. 
 

Well, what can I add to that – only what a wonderful and successful year 

Wrentham Bowls Club had in more ways than one. 



Wrentham did the double in the Benacre League - Winners of Division I and 

the Easey Cup and in Division III Wrentham finished in the latter half of the 

table. 

We also did the double in the Beccles League - Winners of Division I and 

the Stanley Johnson Cup - £276.00 was raised and this was sent to Cancer 

Research UK 

In the Sunshine League the Green team were runners-up having finished 

in second place in Division II which means they go up into Division I next 

season.  The Blue team finished mid table in Division III.   We finished  in 

the bottom half of the table in the  Halesworth League. 

In the Marie Curie Cup games, the Captain played a mixed team and 

Wrentham played three rounds before being knocked out. 

Then there are the Club competitions - Finals day was a great success which 

finished off with a barbecue. 

We owe a huge thank you to our Maintenance team apparently, now known 

as the “Monday Fun Club”,  who put in an astronomical amount of time and 

hard work to looking after the green, all the surrounding areas and the 

general maintenance of our buildings.    

We are indebted to Benacre Estate Charity for funding the cost of the 

materials for the repairs to the roof.     Following the roof repairs, we were  

given some replacement windows and the team fitted them and  re-roofed 

the passageway to the kitchen and veranda to the front of the kitchen.    

It does not end there – we were then told we could salvage double glazed 

doors, windows, light fittings, carpeting from the Sole Bay clubhouse which 

was being knocked down to make way for new houses.   The front of our 

Clubhouse was taken down and one of our members did all the brickwork 

and another the carpentry all supported by labourers. 

Whilst all this was happening they had to maintain and get the Green ready 

for the start of the season. So many players from different Clubs 

complimented us on the Green during the previous season saying  how well 

it looked and how well it bowled.   

Finally, don’t forget non-members are welcome to come along on Tuesday 

mornings for a game, cup of coffee and chat.   Arrive 9.45 for 10am start  

All we ask is that you wear flat soled shoes. 

Wrentham Bowls Club is a happy, contented and thriving Club and long 

may it continue. 

 

 

Edna Utting – Secretary & Treasurer 


