Wrentham Community Speedwatch Report to the Parish Council April 2025

Since the previous report to the Parish Council, dated 28 March 2024, the Wrentham Community
Speedwatch volunteers have completed another 47 sessions, which is again a significant increase
over the previous year (38 sessions).

We attend the A12 London Road, A12 High Street and Southwold Road locations in rotation and
provide the Police Speedwatch liaison officer with details of any vehicle detected travelling at over
35mph, as required by the Speedwatch scheme. Over this period we have reported 264 motorists
for exceeding this limit as compared with 175 last year.

We have carried out 17 early morning sessions, mainly at the Southwold Road location. The increase
in speeding incidents over the year largely comes from the early morning records, so we plan to
continue with these sessions.

Our team comprises the same six volunteers as last year although we have had another volunteer
approach us. He has completed the Police vetting process but is unable now to join us this year due
to other commitments. As ever, more volunteers would help spread the load and make it possible to
carry out more sessions.

As mentioned in the previous report, it is noticeable that most motorists keep their speeds below
35mph. It has also been noticeable that the increased number of heavy vehicles (presumably
Sizewell-related) has had the effect of creating queues of traffic that are forced to travel at the
speed of the lorries and hence adhere to the speed limit. During a typical one hour session we count
an average of 534 vehicles and we detect an average of 5 that exceed 35mph. However, at the High
Street location the average vehicle count is much higher at 823 per hour of which about 4 are found
to be speeding. The electronic speed warning signs at the southern ends of London Road and
Southwold Road do appear to be effective in that the speeding vehicles we record tend to be those
heading out of the village.

| have no progress to report on adding Chapel Road to the list of approved Speedwatch locations but
will make further attempts to contact the relevant Police officers.

I'd like to record my thanks to the volunteers, all of whom give of their time good humouredly and
uncomplainingly, despite low-level abuse from a minority of motorists, and we look forward to the
next year.

Chris Mead
Wrentham Community Speedwatch Co-ordinator
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