Report from Wrentham & District British Legion Branch

The Wrentham Branch of the British Legion now has 30 members, a few more than last
year!

To mark the 80" anniversary of D-Day we held a Drumhead Service on 9" June, in the
Village Hall; the service was followed by tea. We believe this is the first time a
Drumhead Service has been held in Wrentham. We were delighted some cadets from
759 Beccles Squadron Air Training Corps were able to attend and bring in the drums,
which make the altar. As usual, Frank Pope, our Standard Bearer was on parade with
our Standard, and everyone agreed what a memorable afternoon it was.

After our meeting in July, we had a small celebration to mark Frank, our wonderful
Standard Bearer, and his wife Ann’s 65 wedding anniversary; a glass of fizz and piece
of cake was enjoyed by all,

Rosie Carter planned another memorable and moving service on Remembrance Sunday.
We are very grateful to her, and the Wrentham Band, for making this service so special
every year. We were also delighted that our new vicar, Mark Bee, was able to take the
service. We also held a small ceremony on Armistice Day itself, at Covehithe — this
happens every year when a wreath is laid.

Our Poppy Appeal Co-ordinator continues to increase the area she serves; this is due to
Poppy Appeal Co-ordinators retiring or branches disbanding, so we are extremely
grateful to Andrea for taking on the extra work. This year we raised an astonishing
£3,143.15. As | said last year, there are very few people willing to do door to door
collections and in fact some branches do not do them anymore. We have a few stalwart
collectors left, but the majority of donations come via the boxes we put in local shops
and pubs, and we have a stand outside the Factory Shop on two Saturdays in November
leading up to Remembrance Sunday. A new addition this year was a box in Wenhaston
Primary School.

The AGM was held on 30™ October and all officers were re-elected — these are Lucinda
Hutson as Chairman, Rosie Carter as Treasurer and Beryl Banester as Secretary. Frank
Pope also agreed to continue as our Standard Bearer for another year. Lady Gooch also
agreed to continue as our President.

As a reminder, anyone can join the British Legion — you do not have to have served in
the forces. We meet every other month in the Village Hall, and coffee and biscuits are
always available, so if you are interested in supporting the Legion, and therefore our
servicemen and women, do please get in touch with Beryl.
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