WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL CHAIR’S REPORT for the Annual
Parish meeting held Monday 28" April 2025

lan Watson

Wrentham is a parish of around 1,050 people, 590 dwellings and has a precept of £18,863 (2024/25)

Community Support during the year included the following:

e 26 High Street — The restoration of this art Décor building has finally been completed. The PC
campaigned for years for the repair of the Layby in front of 26 High street which had no proper
pedestrian path. This has also been completed with the help of a PC contribution of £2,750.

e Community Self Help scheme — We have signed up to this scheme to enable volunteers to
undertake some Highways tasks in the village that are no longer a funding priority including road
sign cleaning and path skirting.

e Local flood plan - Climate change has increased the risk of the Wren flooding. The PC has
published a local flood plan and worked with Tony Robinson to lobbying the environment
agency for improved flood mitigation.

e Litter pick- We hold litter picks on the last weekend in February and the second weekend in
November. A big thank you to all volunteers, which now number in the mid-twenties.

e Vehicle Activated Signs — our biggest issue in the village is speeding traffic. Councillors Mark
Buxton and Simon Forder installed a new solar powered sign opposite the Horse and Groom.
The solar powered sign at the south end of the village is bright and noticeable. However, in mid-
winter it stopped working due to shading by overgrown conifers. These have now been cut back
funded by the PC.

Finance — for year to 31° March 2025

e Receipts were £95k and Payments £21k

e Jubilee park development — We received the second and third CIL payment totalling £73k
during the year.

o Village Hall = The Parish Council donated £5k in 2025. The Village hall has successfully grown its
income stream and is now self-funding for ongoing projects. The PC will continue to provide
additional support on a case-by-case basis.

e CIL and Section 106 money — The fund closed the year at £86k this is ring fenced for community
projects, including identified projects, Bonsey Gardens Play Area redevelopment £20k and
replacing the village sign £6k.

e Term deposit account — A higher interest account was opened to make use of our cash
reserves.

Councillors
e We have 13 seats and 1 vacancy.
e Keith Perry retired after serving for over 23 years. His contribution will be greatly missed. We
welcomed two new councillors to the team, Sarah Hancock and Steve Billington

Conclusion and thanks

The work of the Parish Council is voluntary, and a team effort and | would like to thank all our
councillors for putting something back into the community, our Vice Chair Lucinda Hutson for managing
meetings when | am away, and our Parish Clerk Frances Bullard for supporting the team. | would also
like to recognise the regular attendance and support from our district councillor Paul Ashton.



