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WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council  
held at The Village Hall on Monday 16th December 2024 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: The Chairman – Cllr Ian Watson 

Councillors – Cllr Steve Billington (Part Meeting), Cllr Mark Buxton, Cllr Sue Child, Cllr 
Alison Evans, Cllr David Fletcher, Cllr Simon Forder, Cllr Sarah Hancock, Cllr Lindsay 
Hanger, Cllr Lucinda Hutson, Cllr Roger Middleditch, Cllr Keith Perry, Cllr Paul Wren. 
The Clerk – Mrs Frances Bullard via Video Conference 
Suffolk County Council – not present 
East Suffolk Council – Cllr Paul Ashton  
Members of Public – Two present 
 

  ACTION 

1 OPEN FORUM  

 Mr Tony Robinson spoke re the Draft Flood Plan – he would like to see the PC do 
more to prevent flooding rather than just what to do when flooding occurs & 
suggested a public meeting be held. Cllr Child said the flood plan is part of the 
Emergency Plan & the PC will work with residents, ESC & The Environment 
Agency to mitigate against future flooding. Mr Robinson also suggested an 
independent survey to establish the current condition of the river The Chairman 
will circulate the Draft Flood Plan to all. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
IW 

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

 None.  

3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  

 All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall. 
Cllr Watson - Agenda item 13.5  
Cllr Hutson – Agenda item 7.5  
Cllr Perry – Agenda item 7.5 

 

4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 11TH 
NOVEMBER 2024 

 

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2024, having 
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Cllr Buxton & 
seconded by Cllr Perry - All in favour – The Chairman will sign a copy. 

 
 
IW 

5 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY 11TH NOVEMBER 2024 

 

 The minutes of the Finance Committee Meeting held on 11th November 2024, 
having previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by The 
Chairman & seconded by Cllr Hutson - All in favour – The Chairman will sign a 
copy. 

 
 
IW 

6 APPLICATION FOR CO-OPTION – MR STEPHEN BILLINGTON  

 Mr Billington was asked to leave the room to allow Councillors to discuss his 
application for co-option which had previously been shared with all.  The 
Chairman proposed Mr Billington be co-opted, seconded by Cllr Child, All in 
favour.  Mr Billington rejoined the meeting and signed the Declaration of 
Acceptance of Office, this will be countersigned by The Clerk.  The Clerk will 
advise ESC of the co-option.  

 
 
 
 
FB 

7 MATTERS ARISING  

7.1 
 
 
 
7.2 
 
 

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery – Cllr Ashton will arrange a 
local working party in conjunction with East Suffolk Services.  Management plans 
are being written for all ESC Cemeteries – this will outline what East Suffolk 
Services will do and what volunteers can do. 
Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment – ESC have invited The Clerk & 
representative of the PC to a teams meeting on 24th January 2025 to discuss the 
initial plans – The Clerk & Cllr Hutson will attend.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
LH/FB 
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7.3 
7.3.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.3.2 
7.3.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.4 
 
 
 
7.5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7.6 
 
 

Discussion re CIL spending –  
Village Sign - The Clerk has shared the Draft design with Councillors.  It will now 
be published on the PC website, a poster will be put on the noticeboard 
encouraging residents to view and submit their comments – Cllrs Child & Hanger 
will promote through social media. The Clerk will collate & bring comments to the 
next meeting so that responses can be published on the website.  The Chairman 
confirmed he has put a placeholder of £7000 in the budget.  Cllr Middleditch will 
assist in taking down the old sign when he uses his cherry-picker to take down the 
Christmas Tree.  The sign will be assessed to see if it can be reused/saved. 
Deer fencing on allotments – Cllr Forder will obtain quotes for this work. 
Village Hall Storage Cupboards – the VHMC Chair, Fiona Anderson, has 
requested funding support from the PC towards new cupboards – The Chairman 
proposed, that as the cupboards are used by the PC, a donation of £1000 be 
made, seconded by Cllr Buxton, Cllrs Perry & Billington abstained as members of 
the VHMC, All others in favour.  The Chairman will update Fiona. The Clerk & Cllr 
Hutson will liaise with the VHMC & Mrs Rosie Carter to sort out the paperwork 
stored in the existing cupboard. 
 
St Nicholas Church – falling masonry from West Tower - Cllr Hanger advised 
there is no action required by the PC – a grant has been approved for 
scaffolding/netting. 
 
Wrentham Bowls Club – request for support to purchase a new ‘spiker’ – An 
update addressing previous queries was shared with all.  The Chairman proposed 
that the Bowls Club are encouraged to undertake their own fundraising initially & 
that the PC then match fund to a maximum of £3000, seconded by Cllr Buxton, 
Cllrs Hutson, Perry, Wren & Child abstained, All others in favour.  The Chairman 
will update Fiona.  Cllr Ashton suggested that perhaps a compromise could be 
made and a cheaper spiker purchased - Cllr Perry said the current green is 
probably the best in Suffolk, Cllr Middleditch added that whilst expensive, with this 
type of machinery you get what you pay for.  Cllr Hancock suggested that the PC 
set guidelines for future requests for donations/match funding. 
 
Any other Matters Arising – 
The Chairman thanked Cllr Middleditch for erecting the Christmas tree.  

 
 
 
SC/LHa 
FB 
 
 
 
 
SF 
 
 
 
 
IW 
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8 REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)   

 Written update received & shared with all.  

9 REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)   

 • Cllr Ashton advised – 
o He has been approached by the Mutford & Wrentham Football Club re 

flood damage to their Club House & will be offering financial support. 
o There was a fatal accident on the road to Southwold from Blythburgh – 

investigation is ongoing – very sad & thoughts go to family/friends. 
o He has had meetings with the owners of the land at Potters Bridge, 

Jenny Riddell-Carpenter MP & The Environment Agency to try and 
address issues.  The Environment Agency are creating another site to 
mitigate loss of habitat – they will maintain the outfall for 3-5 years 
before withdrawing.  The owners cleared the outfall earlier this week. 
Reydon PC are monitoring and reporting the water levels each day.  
Cllr Forder asked if SCC/ESC have a plan for when the Environment 
Agency withdraw – Cllr Ashton said timescales and plans are unknown 
at present but a strategy would certainly be needed to keep the outfall 
clear. 

o National Planning Policy Framework – unfortunately comments from 
ESC have been ignored and their housing target has almost doubled – 
work is ongoing to better understand the impact of this. 
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o Policy for Devolution has been released today – the Government are in 
favour of appointed Mayors and it is likely Suffolk will share one with 
Norfolk.  A Mayor would replace the Police & Crime Commissioner.  
Suffolk would become a Unitary Authority, ie combined District & 
County Council.  The report is being digested & more information will 
come out in due course.  Understandably there is some uncertainty 
amongst staff and concerns are being managed.  

o Westleton PC are working with Orwell Housing to build 12 social 
housing properties – the land for these was purchased at a nominal 
cost. 

o New Gull Wing Bridge is working well. 
 

• The Chairman said there appear to be more homeless people in Lowestoft 
town centre – Cllr Ashton said this is predominately due to the Cost of Living 
Crisis.  ESC have purchased a former care home to provide Temporary 
Accommodation.  In some areas District Councils are on the verge of 
bankruptcy due to the rise in demand for temporary accommodation. 
 

• Cllr Wren advised the signage has not yet been replaced in the High Street 
layby – one car has been parked there for 2 months. 

10 HIGHWAYS ISSUES   

10.1 
10.1.1 
 
 
 
 
10.2 
10.2.1 
 
10.2.2 
 
 
 

UPDATES RE SID/VAS SIGNS/REPLACEMENT POLES 
Cllr Hutson asked if data is still gathered from VAS signs as this may support any 
future bids for grants from Sizewell C - Cllr Buxton advised only the original VAS 
still gather data.  Cllr Hancock said proof of issues would not be required – the 
funding exists to mitigate impact on communities. 
 
ANY OTHER HIGHWAYS MATTERS – 
Proposed dates have been submitted to the Highways Engineer to hold a meeting 
with representatives of the PC re highways matters. 
The Clerk advised she has reported the damaged way marker sign in the centre 
of the village – initial response from Highways was that this would not be replaced 
– Cllr Dunning has asked for more clarity.  The Chairman will raise with the 
Highways Engineer when they meet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IW 
 

11 FLOODING MATTERS  

 River Wren – Flood Plan etc –  The response from The Environment Agency 
was shared with all.  To date they only appear to have given attention to the river 
in the centre of the village near the Village Hall.  Cllr Child spoke re Mr 
Robinson’s suggestion of a public meeting – could the PC facilitate a meeting 
between residents and the Environment Agency? The Clerk will respond to the 
Environment Agency to ask when work will be undertaken in other areas of the 
village, she will also ask if they would be willing to attend a public meeting to 
discuss how best to mitigate future flooding.  With regards to an independent 
survey to establish the current condition of the river - Cllr Ashton will also 
establish what support ESC can give to this and the public meeting. 

 
 
 
 
FB 
 

12 PLANNING    

12.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12.2 
12.2.1 
 

DC/24/3419/FUL – 56 Southwold Road – Extensions to existing dwelling  
Revised plans were shared and discussed.  Debbi Wicks from the Planning Dept 
has said their concerns have been addressed by the revised plans. The Chairman 
proposed the same response as previously - that there be no material objections 
but consideration needs to be given to parking for contractors etc during 
construction work to minimise the impact on the neighbours and access to the 
neighbouring Doctors Surgery, seconded by Cllr Buxton, All in favour.  The Clerk 
will update ESC. 
 
Any further Planning Applications/Matters – 
DC/24/3804/FUL – West End Farmhouse  
This application has now been withdrawn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 
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13 FINANCE     

13.1  Total Balances at Bank – £134,758.69 – which comprise of: 
Business Saver Account (WRAC) - £1.01 - Current Account - £43,723.54 - 
Business Saver Account (CIL) - £91,034.14. 
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements. 

 
 
 
 

13.2 Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00  

13.3 Clerk’s salary.  

13.4 Quarterly HMRC payment – Nil  

13.5 
13.5.1 

Any other accounts received – 
Invoice from Ian Watson for litter pick expenses - £23.87 

 
 

 Above payments 13.2 to 13.5.1 were proposed by Cllr Hutson & seconded by Cllr 
Hanger, All in favour. Online payments have been raised and will be approved by 
the Vice Chairman. 
 
The Chairman advised that he has reviewed the bank accounts in order to earn 
more interest – Barclays are reducing interest rates later this month.  There is a 
responsibility for the PC to make best use of the funds they hold, in order to do so 
he has activated Barclays Treasury function.  He has also explored Unity Trust 
Bank plc who specialise in accounts for Parish Councils & Community Groups – 
they are currently offering 3% on a 90 day deposit – any funds deposited can only 
be moved back to the account they came from so this is very secure.  The 
Chairman proposed that he sets up a Unity Trust account with himself, The Clerk 
& Councillor Hutson as signatories with authority to allocate funds as appropriate.  
This was seconded by Cllr Buxton, All in favour.  The Chairman will progress. 

 
 
LH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IW 

14 CORRESPONDENCE  

14.1 
 

Any Further Correspondence – 
None. 

 

15 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA  

 None.  

16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 20th January 2024 – 7:30pm.  

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:30pm 


