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WRENTHAM PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Meeting of Wrentham Parish Council  
held at The Village Hall on Monday 16th November 2024 at 7:30pm 

 
Present: The Chairman –Ian Watson 

Councillors – Cllr Mark Buxton, Cllr Sue Child, Cllr David Fletcher, Cllr Simon Forder, Cllr 
Sarah Hancock, Cllr Lindsay Hanger, Cllr Lucinda Hutson, Cllr Keith Perry, Cllr Paul Wren. 
The Clerk – Mrs Frances Bullard  
Suffolk County Council – not present 
East Suffolk Council – Cllr Paul Ashton  
Members of Public – Three present 
 

  ACTION 

1 OPEN FORUM  

 Mr Tony Robinson spoke about the Village Sign – he feels the existing sign 
should be repaired as it was designed by Wrentham school children & built by a 
resident of the village.  He asked that the design of the new sign be shared with 
residents.  The Chairman said the existing sign is believed to be rotten.  A new 
sign was first discussed several years ago but funds were not available.  The 
PC will consult with residents regarding the design of the sign. 
 
Mr Tony Robinson spoke regarding speeding vehicles in the village – he has 
checked the Police data from March to August 2024 & there were 139 offences 
recorded out of approx. 500,000 speeding vehicles.  He would like to see 
support from Sizewell C to tackle speeding in the village as their build will add 
to the volume of traffic. 
 
Mr Tony Robinson advised he has received a response from the Environment 
Agency to his Freedom of Information request.  In their response the EA say 
they are opposed to de-silting. He will share a copy of this with The Clerk.  The 
Environment agency have been in the village this week, Tony has spoken with 
them and they have confirmed they will be clearing the river with hand tools and 
spraying some areas, this will include clearance at the Village Hall.  Mr 
Robinson spoke re a document on the Government website ‘Owning a 
Watercourse’ this suggests that homeowners are responsible for the riverbank 
and to midway in the river – it also says that no structures should be erected 
which affect the flow of water. The Clerk advised she has written to the CEO of 
the Environment Agency regarding the clearance of the river – any reply 
received will be shared with Mr Robinson. 
 
Ms Fiona Anderson introduced herself, she is the new Chairperson of the 
VHMC but here on behalf of the Bowls Club.  The Bowls Club currently has 
over 50 members & undertake lots of fundraising throughout the year to cover 
running costs.  The green is very well maintained and the envy of surrounding 
clubs.  However their ‘spiker’ is very old and too heavy to be fit for purpose.  A 
new one will cost £11,800 & Fiona is asking whether the Parish Council could 
offer any financial support.  The Chairman asked if any other funding avenues 
have been explored & whether the Bowls Club have any funds available.  Fiona 
advised this is her first approach but grants will be explored and the Bowls Club 
will hold fund raising events. Fiona will update the Parish Council as to how 
much financial support is being requested.  The Clerk asked if the cost of a new 
spiker could be shared with nearby clubs – Fiona advised during the summer 
months it is used 2-3 times a week so sharing with others is not really feasible, 
also many clubs use contractors to maintain their greens whereas Wrentham 
Bowls club do this work themselves.  Cllr Wren asked if secure storage is 
available should this expensive piece of machinery be purchased – Fiona 
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confirmed storage is locked and alarmed & she believes it is also covered by 
CCTV. 
 
Mr Steve Billington introduced himself & explained he is potentially interested in 
becoming a Parish Councillor. The Chairman confirmed there is currently a 
vacancy & thanked Mr Billington for his interest. The Clerk will send the Co-
Option Policy to Mr Billington. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 

2 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENC/E  

 Apologies were received and accepted from Cllr Alison Evans & Cllr Roger 
Middleditch. 

 

3 PECUNIARY AND OTHER INTERESTS  

 All as Sole Trustee of Village Hall. 
Cllr Forder - Agenda item11.6 
Cllr Hutson – Agenda items 11.5 & 12.2  

 

4 TO APPROVE THE MINUTES OF THE PC MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 
21st October 2024 

 

 The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 21st October 2024, having 
previously been circulated, were proposed as a true record by Cllr Perry & 
seconded by Cllr Forder - All in favour – The Chairman signed a copy. 

 
 
 

5 MATTERS ARISING  

5.1 
 
 
 
 
5.2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.4 
 
 
 
5.5 
 
 

Maintenance Work at Wrentham Old Cemetery – Cllr Ashton has visited and 
taken pictures of the work required.  He will send through some suggested 
dates for a local working party in conjunction with East Suffolk Services & 
confirm whether volunteers will need to bring any equipment. 
 
Bonsey Gardens Play Park Refurbishment – A copy of the draft tender was 
received from ESC – The Clerk has asked that goal posts be added to this – 
she has also queried the inclusion of a zip wire and updated ESC re the issues 
caused by a zip wire when the park was originally built, ESC have said modern 
zip lines are very different and hope that one could be included in the design 
without any impact on neighbours.  The document will go out for tender and 
once plans are received there will be further consultation with residents by 
ESC.  The Clerk will ask that a public meeting is held rather than just online 
consultation. 
 
Discussion re CIL spending –  
Village Sign - The Clerk will awaits a final design and clarification of materials, 
pricing & guarantee.  Once this is received there will be engagement with 
residents for feedback. A discussion took place re the use of social media to 
engage with residents – it was agreed that the PC Website remains the main 
method to share information with residents but that Councillors could use their 
own social media (Next Door, Facebook etc) to signpost residents to the 
website. Cllr Hancock said this is clearly an emotive subject as the sign was 
designed by Wrentham schoolchildren. The Chairman said unfortunately the 
sign is thought to be rotten and parts of the sign are no longer relevant, ie the 
vegetable factory & USA flags.  It was agreed that Cllrs Perry & Fletcher would 
link with Cllr Middleditch and arrange for the existing sign to be taken down and 
assessed – The Clerk suggested that if the sign is not too rotten perhaps it 
could be saved and put on display at the Village Hall – Cllr Perry will discuss 
this with the VHMC. 
 
St Nicholas Church – Cllr Hanger gave an update.  Dr Drane has quotes for 
repair to West Tower – Cllr Hanger will ask these are shared with the PC.  A 
new Vicar has now been appointed, Rev’d Mark Bee. 
 
Any other Matters Arising – 
None.  
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6 REPORT FROM CLLR ANNETTE DUNNING (SCC)   

 No report received.   

7 REPORT FROM CLLR PAUL ASHTON (ESC)   

 • Cllr Ashton thanked Cllr Buxton for the photo of bins outside 26 High Street.  
Work is ongoing to come up with a solution. 

• Empty House on High Street – Cllr Ashton is progressing. 

• Cllr Ashton visited Bramford convertor station to gauge potential impact of 
Friston substation. 

• Potters Bridge – Cllr Ashton & MP Jenny Riddell-Carpenter have been in 
touch with Landowners & Environment Agency. 

 
Cllr Wren asked if there was any progress with signage re parking restrictions in 
the layby on the High Street – Cllr Ashton has reported to Highways and will 
link with Cllr Dunning. 

 

8 HIGHWAYS ISSUES   

8.1 
8.1.1 
 
 
8.1.2 
 
 
 
8.1.3 
 
 
8.1.4 
 

UPDATES RE SID/VAS SIGNS/REPLACEMENT POLES 
Cllr Buxton spoke re a battery failure issue on the sign at the Northern end of the 
A12 – he has replaced the battery and emailed the manufacturer to establish 
whether the sign’s brightness could be reduced to prolong battery life. 
The Chairman said we need to consider using CIL to purchase additional 
poles/VAS.  Cllr Buxton is trying to identify a new site on Southwold Road.  Cllr 
Buxton will join the Chairman & Cllr Hutson when they meet with the Highways 
Engineer. 
The Chairman spoke re Church Corner & the top end of Chapel Road – to reduce 
the speed limit to 30mph a TRO would be required but this would mean VAS 
could then be deployed.  This will be discussed with the Highways Engineer. 
The Clerk has emailed Cllr Dunning re ANPR data – Cllr Dunning has not yet 
received the latest data but will forward it to The Clerk when received. 

 
 
 
 

9 FLOODING MATTERS  

9.1 
9.2 

River Wren – desilting etc –  Covered during Open Forum. 
Emergency Plan – The Chairman has a proforma and is developing. 

 
IW 

10 PLANNING    

10.1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.2 
10.2.1 
 
10.2.2 

DC/24/3419/FUL – 56 Southwold Road – Extensions to existing dwelling  
Revised plans were shared and discussed.  This application is for a large 
reconstruction from the existing bungalow to a house.  The revised plans have 
reduced the height by 1m. The Chairman proposed the same response as 
previously - that there be no material objections but consideration needs to be 
given to parking for contractors etc during construction work to minimise the 
impact on the neighbours and access to the neighbouring Doctors Surgery, 
seconded by Cllr Buxton, All in favour.  The Clerk will update ESC. 
 
Any further Planning Applications/Matters – 
DC/24/3947/TCA – Re-Pollard 2x Lime Trees – 46 High St 
There were no objections – The Clerk will update ESC. 
DC/24/3804/FUL – West End Farmhouse  
This application can no longer be found on the ESC Planning portal so appears to 
have been withdrawn. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FB 
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11 FINANCE     

11.1  Total Balances at Bank – £135,559.71 – which comprise of: 
Business Saver Account (WRAC) - £1.01 - Current Account - £44,524.56 - 
Business Saver Account (CIL) - £91,034.14. 
The Clerk confirmed SAGE balances with Bank Statements. 

 
 
 
 

11.2 Account received from Bus Shelter Cleaner - £55.00  

11.3 Clerk’s salary & Expenses of £44.13.  The Chairman advised this includes back 
pay as the revised salary scales for 2024/25 have now been received. 

 

11.4 Quarterly HMRC payment – Nil  
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11.5 Donation to Royal British Legion for wreath – The Chairman proposed an amount 
of £50, seconded by Cllr Buxton, All in favour. 

 

11.6 Invoice from Simon Forder for Village Hall grass cutting - £210.00  

11.7 Any other accounts received – 
None. 

 
 

 Above payments 11.2 to 11.6 were proposed by The Chairman & seconded by 
Cllr Child, All in favour. Online payments have been raised and will be approved 
by the Chairman/Vice Chairman. 

 
 
IW/LH 

11.8 Report from Finance Committee Meeting held at 6.30pm  
The Chairman gave an update – 

• The draft budget was reviewed in detail.  It is very similar to previous 
years except there is no annual donation of £4300 to the Village Hall as 
they have completed their capital projects and are financially secure.  The 
PC will still consider any requests for support from the VHMC on a case- 
by-case basis. 

• The other big difference this year is the amount of CIL income from the 
Jubilee Park development.  The Chairman will explore opening a new 
bank account to maximise interest on CIL monies. 

• The Finance Committee propose a precept request of £20,978.30 which 
will show a 0% change on Council Tax Bills. This figure takes into account 
a new rule which means second homes (19.4 in Wrentham) will be 
charged a 100% levy on their Council Tax. 

• Risks, procedures and policies are in place to ensure we have adequate 
financial controls. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
IW 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11.9 Setting of Precept for 2025/26 
The Chairman proposed that a Precept request of £20,978.30 be submitted, 
seconded by Cllr Fletcher, All in favour.  The Clerk will progress. 

 
 
FB 

12 CORRESPONDENCE  

12.1 
 
 
 
12.2 
 
 
12.3 
12.3.1 
 
12.3.2 
 
 
 
12.3.3 
 
 

Email advising of next Carlton Colville, Kessingland Southwold & Villages 
Community Partnership Meeting – 11th December 2024 6pm @Inc Co-
working Space, Station Yard, Southwold – Any Councillor wishing to attend 
should contact The Clerk. 
Email from Fiona Anderson re Wrentham Bowls Club fundraising for a new 
‘spiker’ machine – discussed in Open Forum – carried to next month for 
decision. 
Any Further Correspondence – 
The Clerk spoke re ESC Historic Buildings Grant – more details are available on 
ESC website. 
The Clerk has received a request from Highways for a copy of the Parish Council 
Public Liability Insurance in connection with the hedge at Moat Farm (discussed 
at last month’s PC Meeting). She has queried why this is required as the PC do 
not own or take responsibility for the hedge. 
Email received from Mrs Maureen Reeves to say she is standing down as 
Treasurer of the VHMC – Sue Billington will be taking on the role and a gradual 
handover will be made.  A vote of thanks was expressed to Maureen for her many 
years of service to the VHMC. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 ANY OTHER BUSINESS/MATTERS FOR NEXT MONTHS AGENDA  

 
 

None.  

14 DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday 16th December 2024 – 7:30pm – 
followed by festive refreshments. 

 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9:30pm 


